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The First ARP Church Newsletter

Covenant Community Preschool
Blessing Our Community ... Building God’s Kingdom

All glory to God! Covenant Community Preschool
has had a wonderful beginning! The school is
blessed with beautiful children, dear loving
families and a dedicated professional staff. Thank
you for the many prayers lifted for the school’s
opening.
We could not have dreamed of a more smooth
and enjoyable start to the First ARP preschool ministry. Your vision of beginning a
school ministry serving neighborhood children has been a sweet success. The school
enrollment is ethnically diverse with white, black and latino students attending. We
serve families from the suburbs, however most of our families live in or close to our
downtown location. Many families are being blessed by scholarship awards so that their
children can attend a high quality, Christian preschool. Caring classroom communities
are being formed. Children are learning, playing and worshiping together. Research
shows that a high quality preschool experience gives a child much greater opportunity
for productive citizenship in the course of their lives. The Covenant Community
preschool experience is planting seeds of God’s love in the hearts of children and their
families.

This past summer Jim Maynor, Tete Pearson and I visited several Sunday school
classes sharing the First ARP preschool vision. We also shared the need of support. If you
would like us to visit your Sunday school class, circle, men’s or women'’s study or prayer
group we will be glad to share the good news of the ministry. It is our sincere hope that
you have discussed supporting a preschool scholarship with your class, group or spouse
and with Christ in prayer.

Often people want to know, “What kind of return will be received on my
investment?” When you invest in the preschool, you'll invest in a young life growing
whole, a family and our community. Please consider making a (one time, weekly or
monthly) commitment above tithe to supply a life changing experience for a young child.

A heartfelt thank you to those who have generously supported the preschool
ministry and a plea to those who have considered supporting a scholarship but have not
yet acted. Pray first and then give as God leads.

Peace and Love,
Lynda

Covenant Community Preschool Board members-
Jim Maynor - Chair, Susan Jennings - Secretary, Vincent Cherry, Tete Pearson, David
Smith and Lynda Williams - staff representative




Sunday Morning Greeters

.

October 16—(8:30) Morris & Carolyn Keeter (11:00) Glenn & Donna Boy Scout Troop #4 Spaghettl Suppe
Tyree November 10, 2011

October 23—8:30) Morris & Carolyn Keeter (11:00) Glenn & Donna

Tyree First A.R.P. Church Fellowship Hall

Beginning at 5:00 p.m.
Tickets are $7.00
Also, you can purchase a complete spaghetti
supper for 4 people for $25—to go only.

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers
October 16—Joyce & Gary Miller
October 23—Betsy Smith

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance Purchase your tickets in the fellowship hall after
8:30 1100 Total services, from a scout member or Jim Todd.
September 25 180 289 469
October 2 194 271 465

October 9 200 315 515 Kendall Carter—10/23
Hunter Heavener—10/23
Rita McCurry—10/23
Meredith McHenry—10/23

Sunday Morning Ushers -11:00 Service

October— Kyle Hobson, Tim Daniels, Chip Ferguson, Mark Ferguson Jamie Pettett—10/24
Bob Beckett—10/25
Wednesday Night Supper Menus Ann Cain—10/25
5:30pm _ Fellowship Hall John Davidson—10/16 Blake Hobson—10/25
Brice Dickson —10/16 Madeline Jarratt—10/25
October 19— baked chicken, scalloped potatoes, peas & carrots, roll, Carlton Dixon—10/16 Ray Jones—10/25
dessert Bettie Ruth Hanna—10/16 Ben Morrow—10/25
October 26— spaghetti, French bread, tossed salad, dessert Sydney Pearson—10/16 Adam Queler—10/25
Sarah Wallace—10/16 Whit Whiteside—10/25
Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Menus Robin Cain—10/17 Micah Bomgaars—10/26
_ Graham Haney—10/17 Zachary Fargher—10/26
12:00 Noon - FeIIOWShlp Hall Kennedy Wray—10/18 Greg Hamm—10/26
October 19— chicken salad, potato salad, sliced tomatoes, congealed Brittany Summer—10/18 Ansley Keiser—10/27
salad, crescent rolls, dessert Barbie Harwell—10/19 Martha Parks—10/27

October 26— meatloaf, mashed potatoes, green beans, coleslaw, Bonnie Jansen—10/19 Syl Potter—10/27
biscuit, dessert Pat Johnson—10/19 Larry Barker—10/28
Carlton Rouse—10/19 Charlie Nagel—10/28
Mark Hamm—10/20 Ruth Cauble—10/30
Bruce Trefz—10/20 Jim Crisp—10/30
Ralph Williams—10/20 Ben Jordan—10/30
Patsy Boyles—10/21 Zeb Jenkins—10/31
Angie Bloomfield—10/22 Bogey Wingfield—10/31

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Helpers
October 19— Gene & Anne Hanna, Miriam Connor, Michelle Winn
October 26— Gloria Rhyne, Sarah Wallace, Ellen Snider, Michelle
Winn, Dee Cain

UNDIES SUNDAY CELEBRATING AN
October 16 & 23

e

(

We are participating in
Undies Sunday again this
year. Undies Sunday is an
underwear and sock drive
for the homeless in our
community, sponsored by the Gastonia Faith Network. October
16 and 23 have been designated as Undies Sundays. Please
contribute new underwear or socks for men, women, boys or
girls on one of these two Sundays. A drop-off box is located in
the 1st floor elevator lobby of the Education Building.

Julia & Ravi Singh 10/16/04 7 years
Jane & Dan Nation 10/18/86 25 years
Ruth & Peter Bernet 10/20/84 27 years
Jenny & Pat Morrow 10/21/66 45 years
Sandra & Mike Watson 10/21/06 11 years
Pamela & Randy Mumford 10/23/04 7 years
Tammy & Martin Pearson  10/23/82 29 years
Brenda & Sid Craig 10/24/59 52 years
Rita & Jim McCurry 10/24/58 53 years
Thank you for your support! Kristina & Wes Nagel 10/27/01 10 years
Nancy & Danny Peeler 10/30/64 47 years




Church Directory Updates

Elizabeth Cain Williams - change cell phone
number to 704-718-4077

Mary Gwynne & John Cashatt - change email
addresses to mgcashatt@gmail.com

Jetty Cope Mulwee - change phone number to
704-215-8827. Her address is 515 Pattie Ann
Dr., Gastonia, 28052

Bill & Monica Cain - change address to: 1020 W.

Catawba Ave., Mt. Holly, NC, 28120. Delete home
phone number and Bill’s business number - they
only use cell phones. Cell numbers in directory
are still correct. Change Monica’s email address
to: statelytreasuresbystar@gmail.com. Bill’s
email address is: bcain@whisperofGod.org
Ashley Buchanan - change address to: 19 Town
Square Blvd, apt. 408, Asheville, NC 28803
Ralph Williams - delete Apt. # 221 and add
Room 110.

Barbara Hargrove - change cell phone number
to 980-429-5343

Mary Lou Pearson - change email address to:

mlpearson1928@gmail.com

Julie Champion - change email address to:
julesbchamp@gmail.com

Ellis Fisher - change his email address to:
mhfisher@carolina.rr.com

Susan Sorrow - delete home phone number.
Sara L. Fink - add email address:
slf2842@aol.com

Cathy Foster - change her email address to
cathyfoster003@carolina.rr.com

Carrie Wilson - change address to 2065 Lyon
St., Room 364, Gastonia, 28052

CAM'’s Pantry Shopping List

This is a basic list of the foods CAM tries to keep
stocked. Thanks for your help in filling their
pantry!

Canned Fruit
Canned Soup
Rice
Peanut Butter
Grits
Dried Milk
Spaghetti/Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Vegetables
Crackers
Instant Potatoes
Jelly
Oatmeal
Cereal
Corn Muffin/Biscuit Mix
Household/Personal Care Items

Nuts and Bolts
By Jean Stewart

Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the words.
And never stops at all.
Emily Dickinson

¢ A big thank you to the Women's Ministry for Cider

Sunday. The cider and muffins were delicious. I
think this was a huge success!

Remember Sunday October 16t and 23rd are
“Undies Sundays”. Please bring men's new
underwear and socks for the homeless who live in
our community. Put them in the box in the elevator
reception area.

Help support C.J. Long's canned food drive. This
food will go to CAM. It is a project of one of his
business classes at Erskine. His drive will end as our
congregation's food month (November) begins. We
are combining C. ].'s drive with ours. If you prefer to
give money, we will do your shopping for you!
Johnny Holland, our contact person, will be giving
bags to the congregation on Sunday, October 23rd,
Working at CAM, I am acutely aware of how much
hunger and poverty there is in Gaston County. This
church has always been a great supporter of CAM
and other calls for help. Thanks be to God for such
caring and loving people!

We have some new books to the library. We added
4 of Dee Henderson's The O'Malley Series books-
The Negotiator, The Guardian, The Truth Seeker,
and The Protector. Each book of this series is a
story in itself. They are full of action, suspense and a
touch of faith. Henderson's magical pen combines
the allure of thrillers, romances and Christian
books. Rebecca says it is one of the best series she
has ever read! For our middle-schoolers, we have
The Ugly Truth (Diary of a Wimpy Kid) by Jeff
Kinney. This is a laugh out loud book for middle
schoolers. I read it...It is a hoot!

October is Minister Appreciation month-drop our
pastors a note or card of appreciation. Also
remember our Pastor Emeritus-Harry Schutte, 1351
Robinwood Road, Health Center - Woodland Wing,
Gastonia, NC, 28054.

Scripture for memory: “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9
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The Doctrine of Creation—Part 2

By Eddie Spencer

There is no conflict between the Bible and science. Admittedly at times, there are genuinely hard questéorst implecmteeeH
But in the final analysis, no conflict emerges between the Bible and science. In fact, historically, andsaettificoorempargrythere are miny
brilliant scientists who wholeheartedly bel i einetadademit unigersiGes;@o o f
much for diversity and tolerance. | would suggest the conflict is not between the Bible and science but getrbriewstberBjtdtnand
atheistic naturalism.

The Bible declarés] n t he b g@enh.id)i mhg peGondl @il eternal God of the Bible created all things out of nfjithing an
created all things good and for His glory. Atheistic naturalism is described, according to on€ ef itstleading 20pr oponent s Cal
is all there is and will ever be. o0

How does the Christian respond to atheistic naturalism which is deeply rooted in the theory of evolutideast FHsowwevhaishé
word fAevolutiond means. Too often Christians havater thanfinsighcange d m
understanding. The church desperately needs more Christians to think biblically. And we need more Christitivag toeticiak cesund
intell ectual chall enges to our faith. As a starting point,jlwe

The word fAevolutiono can be used in various wayardadaptGhitslj st i
environment . This under setvaon duitn g na fo Gadlchées ecvrodfamehii oom iosf caa lhlel ds tii

extinct and extant organisms.
The question before us is how does the Church respond to the theory of evolution and its subsequent philBgopdnida! ouogdview?
defense of truth is the Bible. Yet the Bible is not the only source of truth which denies the claims of atbesticrenaikrimis Scientisty

persuasive critiques comes from Philip Johnson, a Law Professor who specializes in analyzing the logic od &gumdats.i Jshnsora Iff| e d
Trial . o

Below are a few questions for those who might embraselatacrd-irst, where did the original niorv i ng s ub% flanc e
Evolutionists have historically conjectured that the original matter which exploded and then evolved frtorighwetildéedomasaas the reqult
of a phenomenon referred to as fispontaneous ¢ ehngvhiehtbéecame somettigy.o n t
The problem is there is no empirical evidence for spontaneous generation. Francis Collins, a Christianwmethe Gead of theH Prjpj e c
canodt i magine how nature, in this case the Df h a v
Nature, began it.o

Secondly, how does chaos produced dmer@an the glory of the universe and the complexities of the human body be the reqlilt of tim
energy plus chance? Fred Hoyl e, an astronomer ee p
probability of a functioning 747 being ass e mbelatidnists.y can

Thirdly, how does the evolutionist explain the fine tuning of tfieWitiverese? y ou | ook from t he pect
Ail't |l ooks as if it knew we were coming. I f by f t
one part in a million, million; the universe could not actually come to the point where we see it. There alaulg havesb¢eamog , pljlanet

Bi Il Bryson, in his book, AA Short Hi story ery

mi nut es, 98% of al | the matter there is s b e
sandwi ch. 0

all things out of nothindy t he word of the LORD were the hePaaBzé)n@ouldniab@matitisheeir

naturalist, not the Bliméevinglesud loving Christian, who takes the blind leap of faith?

mix of chemicals, over billions of years, and millions of random mutations, produceds éueraani@mgead these words by Steven Day|Gould,
a former Harvard professor and a leading paleontologis€aéthe20r y as he descri bes the supposjed o

and thereby giving mammals a chance not ot her wi &asmallvteaubus spbcige € b
arising in Africa nearly a quarter of a million years ago as
Wow! What a lassmnencouraging scientific explanation to the origin of human beings. If this were true, why vwafutlteamynmaegnber

improve social conditions? If we are products of an impersonal chance evolutionary process, why are we spaaa®Mhgthieopeopke?
Contrast such a despicably low view of human bei ng¥ghe t h
consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, vehaihdfohanh ivat yioe son of min

your hands; you p(Ps. 8&vfelr ygrhainge uynadwerbedasudecelt :adm fearfull yjand
full well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the secret place. When | was woven togatherarr t{iesinl&épth445) t
Lastly, where is the eviden€eftainly, there is evidence of-emiglaion. A given species can change in order to adapt to its erfyironmer
For instance, a dog breeder can certainly explain to you how he has a variety of breeds. But where is treaelideocs thaythidggther thgan
a dog. And where is the fossil evidence of the evolution of the human? In many public school science textetioeks, pieurachadvér thrge
million years ago, there was the fiHomi ni daed whwednmtheduventdpedight o
of M Homo S a pevolutiorary@iewlistaught amstientific fact. And yet where are fossil records forghie évslutio r ans i J[i on:
The conflict is not between the Bible and science. The scientific endeavor begins with a premise and thesviseeks tioepeogfrical
the theory. The Bible begins with th& truth, t he b amglitnimé niye GCwar® d €Rs.%1). & Biblibabfaitly it athinking |\ th. G
ABy faith we understand that the universe was fbE(HaeH:3)at GofPods



A Letter from Jake Vance, Missionary to Wales

Dear Friends at First ARP,

Many of you know my heart for missions and my desire to see the lost come to Christ. I
treasure our time together at the church and have greatly benefitted from our partnership in the
gospel. I am sad to leave First ARP, but feel that God is calling me to South Wales to serve for the
spread of His glory and fame.

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies. And if they will
perish, let them perish with our arms around their knees, imploring them to stay. If hell must be
filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go there unwarned and
unprayed for. -C.H Spurgeon

The above quote is one that has had an immense effect on my life and ministry through the
years. One can easily see the task that the Church has in front of it as we look at the culture, whether
that be in the global north/south as a whole, or if we consider our neighbors next door. Still, we have
a great deal to be thankful for as we go with the weight of the gospel upon us. Matthew 28:18 states,
“All authority on heaven and earth has been given to me....” The Lord Christ reminds us that the day
has been won; He is and will be exalted, glorified, and victorious. It is this conviction that has fueled
my desire to minister in Wales.

In the summer of 2006, | was offered an opportunity to experience a mission internship in
Wales, UK. From May through August, [ spent time in the valleys of South Wales, evangelizing,
teaching in the local church, playing rugby and partnering with local youth workers for the sake of
the gospel. The country of Wales is a post-Christian nation, as is much of Europe. My time there
greatly influenced my perspective on evangelism and the darkness that overtakes a culture when
Christ remains absent. When I left, my heart truly ached as [ sincerely desired to remain there and
minister to the Welsh people, but needed to return home to complete my education.

Following my college graduation, I began to serve as the Youth Director at First ARP, the
same church where I had been discipled as a high school student. Eddie Spencer, Alex Pettett, Wes
McMurray, and many others in this church have not only discipled me in the faith, but also taught
me what it means to minister to and disciple others. After coming on staff at First ARP | grew by
leaps and bounds as | ministered alongside of a dedicated staff intent on pushing the kingdom of
God forward with diligence. God greatly used my time at First ARP to reveal my spiritual gifts and
also to nurture my calling to one day serve the people of Wales in the name of Jesus.

I have been blessed with many different opportunities to serve for the sake of the gospel. |
believe that throughout the past few years, God has been grooming me for this next step in ministry.
My pastor, mentor, boss and friend, Eddie Spencer has been encouraging me to take this next step in
ministry. So at this time, [ am very excited to be preparing for full-time gospel ministry to the people
of Wales. I am happy to be partnering with World Witness, the mission agency of the ARP, in this
endeavor to make Christ known in the hearts of the Welsh. [ would simply ask for your prayerful
support as | take this next step in ministry. If any of you have any questions or want further
information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

In Christ Alone,

Jake Vance




Ladies Book Club Update

Our next book is Spoken From the

Heartby Laura Bush. Some book

club members have also indicated

the desire to read the sequel to

September’s book titled Cottonwood

Whispers by Jennifer Erin Valent.
Both the morning and evening book club members
have the option of reading this “lighter” fiction
selection in October as well. We will be prepared to
discuss both Lara Bush’s book and the sequel as an
alternative. Please note that the second book is
completely optional. Happy reading and see you on
October 24th.

Laura Long

Timothy & Sharon McPeters’ son is now
serving our country in Afghanistan. Please
remember him in prayer. If you would like to
show your support by sending a card or letter,
below is his mailing address.

David McPeters

HHC, - STB, - 41D

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah

APO - AE - 09382
If you have a friend or family member in the military that
you would like to be included in the next issue of The Link,
call or email Wanda in the church office (704-864-3468)
whenderson@firstarpchurch.org.

Serving Our
Country

World Witness Dinner

You are invited!
Friday, October 21, 2011

Hilton Charlotte Executive Park
5624 Westpark Drive, Charlotte, NC, 28217
704-527-8000
Reception Time: 6:45 p.m. Dinner: 7:20 p.m.

RSVP by October 14, 2011
to Shelia Osborne at 704-253-4340

The Rev. Frank van Dalen, Executive Director of World
Witness, will be the featured speaker and he will give an
overview of the work of World Witness. The Rev. Paul
Pepin, Pastor of Community Crossings, Columbia, SC and
short-term missionary to Pakistan, will give an update
along with Mr. and Mrs. Eric Lockamy, missionaries to
Mexico and Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Humes, missionaries to
Spain.

Dear Church Family,
Wil Where do I begin to thank you for
qtﬂfmd& the many acts of kindness and
Q *“love that Gerald and I have
received over the last sixteen
months. Jeff, Jenny and I witnessed an incredible man
prepare his family and himself for the road ahead of them.
Thank you for the numerous prayers that lifted us up each
morning. Thank you for the heartfelt cards filled with
Scripture and words of encouragement. Thank you for the
many visits that strengthened Gerald day after day. Thank
you precious friends that traveled to Chapel Hill time after
time to celebrate our birthdays or sit with us during
surgery. Thank you for the many meals that were
provided. Thank you for homemade ice cream and
incredible presentations that left us speechless. Thank you
for the fun we had through the adventures of Geraldine.
What a special bear to share so many travels with us. We
saw God in so many moments during the last year. Thank
you my church family for your prayers, love and support.
Mary Arney and Family

Dear Church Family,
Both Joe and I thank all of you for your compassion, love
and sympathy you extended to us at the loss of my
brother, Larry. We are ever thankful for the calls, cards,
prayers and visits during this sad time. It is difficult to
find the words to let you know how appreciative we are.
We are so blessed to have First ARP Church as our family.
With deep gratitude,
Patsy Boyles

Dear Church Family,

Thank you to every one of our First ARP women who
donated school supplies in September for York Chester
School and in October food for Jean’s Closet. The School
supplies are a very needed tool for the children and the
food supplies for Jean’s Closet helps feed the hungry who
ring our church doorbell.

First ARP Women'’s Ministry

Dear Dr. Miller,
Thank you to Dr. Andy Miller for visiting our Pre-K class
during our study of Community helpers. Your warm
humor and stories about your career were informative
and enjoyable! We liked that your favorite part about
being a doctor was helping babies to be born and that
Margaret from your kindergarten class helped you to
decide to become a doctor. Thank you for sharing with us
and for all the love and care you shared through your
medical career. Most of all, thank you for telling us about
your prayers for your patients and that God is the one who
makes us well.

Love,

The Covenant Community

Pre-K students




Life as Exiles
By Pastor Matt Kuiken

Exile - noun, ‘a prolonged separation from one’s country or land’

The book of Daniel is a book about exile. God’s chosen people, Israel, which was designed to be a light to the nations
revealing God’s truth and grace, had repeatedly failed. They were covenant breakers, refusing to respond to God’s
wondrous acts on their behalf. So God had them taken from their land, using the ruthless kingdom of Babylon. These
mighty warriors, under King Nebuchadnezzar, came first for some of the young elite in Israel’s royal families. And they
brought these youths to the land of Babylon to indoctrinate them into the ways of the Babylonians. Daniel was one of
these Israelite youths. He was an exile.

And so are you. So am I. If you claim the name Christian, then you are an exile. The Bible says so. In 1 Peter 2:11,
Peter is writing to Christians who are experiencing heavy persecution for their faith. He writes, “Beloved, I urge you as
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which war against your soul.” Many of the Christians that
Peter is writing to have lived in the same place their whole life. So how can he call them “exiles”? He calls them exiles
because they don’t really fit in. They speak the language. They know their way around. They observe many of the
customs. But they don’t quite belong there. And everyone else knows it.

We are all exiles. Our promised land is a new heavens and new earth, a place, “in which righteousness dwells,” says
Peter in 2 Peter 3:13. While we live in a world of evil, suffering, violence and sin, we are repeatedly reminded that we
don’t belong here. We are exiles.

So how is an exile to live in a foreign land? We all have three options when it comes to life in exile.

Fold. We can cave in. Give-up. Life in exile is hard. The easiest thing to do is simply to assimilate into the surrounding
culture. You fold by simply adopting the beliefs and behaviors of the surrounding world and suddenly you don’t feel
like an exile anymore. Life feels so much easier. At least, until you wake up one day and realize that your hope and
identity are gone. You can choose to fold. Or you have another choice.

Fear. Fear says, “Stay away!” Fear sets up barriers between “us” and “them” and creates its own little bubble. Fear
circles the wagons and proclaims, “no one in and no one out!” Fear does not believe that God has a plan for the entire
world, but just for me and my little, controllable reality. Fear, to use Jesus’ image, takes whatever talents it has been
given and buries it in the ground. Living in exile with that kind of fear is no more pleasing to God then folding. But
there is one more option for life in exile.

Faithfulness. We can do what Daniel did. We can seek to bloom where we are planted. We can get to know the

culture of Babylon, but not serve the gods of Babylon. We can work with the King of Babylon, but work for the King of
Heaven. By committing to a lifestyle of faithfulness we do the hard work of prayerfully discerning what we can affirm
and what we need to resist in the surrounding culture. By committing to faithfulness we seek to always speak the truth
in love, even when it could cost us our lives. And by committing to faithfulness, we find prayer to be an ultimate
necessity. Faithfulness is the hardest path; but it is the only path for those who would seek to live for that eternal
country, while in exile.

So, exile, which describes you? Is it fold, fear or faithfulness?




104th Annual Meeting of the First Presbyterial Women's Ministries

Saturday, August 20, 2011, the First Presbyterial Women'’s Ministries held its 104th
Annual Meeting at Pressley Memorial A.R.P. Church in Statesville, NC.
Our keynote speaker was Valerie Shepard, the daughter of Jim and Elisabeth Elliott,
missionaries to the Quichua Indians of the Amazon jungle. Valerie and her pastor husband,
Walt, are currently living in Southport, NC where they are planting Christ Coastal A.R.P.
Church. Valerie has spoken at many retreats for women and has shared some of her
mother’s radio ministry, “Gateway to
Joy”, on the Back to the Bible
Broadcasting Network.
Judi Hodges, our former Jubilee
Birthday Lady, also spoke and she was
I delightful in her delivery on our theme
Peggy Smith, Vicki Marsh, Carole Lee FergusopOr this year, “God Wants Your Heart”
based on our theme verse, 1 Samuel 16:7b.
Vicki Marsh handed down the gavel to new president, Lynn Robinson. Vicki
has done an outstanding job serving our Lord. We are very grateful for her faithful
service.
Pressley Memorial A.R.P. Church did an exceptional job of hosting this event.
Everything from the check in (precious goodie bags), a delicious lunch, great Alice Auten, Roxanne Spencer, Judi Hodges, Chrif
information, exceptional speakers and beautiful music! This church really put their Stowe, Susan Williams and Laura Long (sitting)
love into action; it was truly from the heart!

First A.R.P. Women'’s Ministries 2011-2012 Officer Installation

These women were installed as Officers of Women’s Ministry for the year 2011-2012 at the 11:00 service on Sunday, August 21,
2011. The installation was led by Vicki Marsh.

Executive Committee Ministry Leaders
President Chris Stowe Spiritual Life Sherry Huss (Chair), Laura Long (co-Chair)
Vice President Susan Williams Missions & Outreach Anne McAllister (Chair), Beth Wingate (co-Chair)
Recording Secretary Marsha Keeter Care Ministry Katie Morrow (Chair), Mary Arney (co-Chair)
Treasurer Alice Auten Hospitality Ministry Roxanne Spencer (Chair), Ansley Keiser (co-Chair)
Historian Loretta Horne
Scrapbook Penny Wilson
Circle Leaders
Janet White/Minnie Alexander Gloria Rhyne/Anne Hanna
Suzanne Allers Sue Ellington/Patsy Boyles
Kate Dale Jenny Morrow/Penny Wilson
Juanita Garrison Margaret Hargrove/Julie Ratchford
Jo Ann Griffith Sabrina Kuiken/Tammy Cherry
Ethelda Hanna Amelia Pritchett/Linda Blue
Lillian Whitesides Ruth Bernet
Rebekah Carson May Barger/Shelly Carter
Wednesday Night Roxanne Spencer/Claire Wilson

Ladies Night Out Season Kick-Off

What a huge blessing our Ladies Night Out Season Kick-Off was on Tuesday,
September 20, 2011! Vice President Susan Williams, along with our brand new
Hospitality Ministry, did a beautiful job of making us feel welcome. After Cathy
Foster blessed the food and offered a lovely prayer in remembrance of our dear
Gerald Arney, we enjoyed a delicious dinner catered by Dean and Deluca. Lynn
Hamm'’s singing was just heavenly and our own Betsy Forbes gave us an
exceptional devotion on King David. Amelia Pritchett and Gretchen Best, better
known as the “dynamic duo”, played such sweet hymns before dinner and our Set
Up and Clean Up Circle ladies were awesome! Our true star of the evening was Betsy Smith who
received the Life Membership Award. Betsy has always embodied the virtues of serving others
“as unto the Lord” and continues to work faithfully unto Christ. Roxanne Spencer, Rhonda Craig,
Sarah Wallace and Myra Cherry put on a dazzling skit giving us hilarious clues as to just who our award would go to.
Wendy’s Restaurant would have been proud. Betsy’s grandson, Mackie, brought the house down when he showed up
dressed as Mother Superior from The Sound of Music (Betsy’s favorite). Mackie’s stupendous songs (rewritten to the
tunes from the movie just for his grandmother) regaled Betsy and her sweet antics. By the end of Mackie’s parody,
everyone including our fantastic Sound and PowerPoint guys, Justin Bumgardner and Tom Wallace were crying with
laughter. Betsy’s family looked on as Past President Rhonda Craig presented Betsy with The Life Membership Pin.
Many ladies helped put this evening into motion. Women'’s Ministry at First A.R.P. Church is truly blessed and
we are most grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ.




Operation Christmas Child
By Jane Nation

Once again it is time for our Operation Christmas Child Ministry to begin. This ministry, a part of
Samaritan’s Purse ministry, was begun by a couple in Wales to aid children in orphanages in
Romania in 1990. Franklin Graham adopted this ministry in 1993 and today it reaches children in
135 countries. Every shoe box that is packed with small toys, books, school supplies and toiletry
items reaches a child in need. The needs of these children extends beyond the material items in
the boxes. These shoe boxes open the door to deliver the message of the gospel to the children and
their families.

Our Operation Christmas Child ministry began Sunday, October 9, 2011. You may pick up your shoe boxes and packing
instructions in the fellowship hall. Boxes need to be returned to the fellowship hall no later than October 23, 2011.
Please prayerfully consider participating in this wonderful ministry.

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me
but the one who sent me.” Mark 9:37 NIV

Music Ministry Update

Praise God in His Sanctuary

by

0...and from mor n tTbhankyeuto oorfmusg ministry
through the Church the song volunteers!

goes on. o Many people work each week to enable our congregati
make the most joyful noise possible.

Holy God, We Praise Your Name Adult Choir members

lgnaz Franz A-V Technicians
Celebration Ringers

Childrends Choir
Instrumentalists
Joyful Noise teachers
%— Vg Junior Choir members
‘ Praise Team members
EORJTHES Service Pianists for 11:00 worship
r Youth Choir members

Schedule Updates Schedule Updates

Joyful Noiseclasses rotate on October 26. All chil-
dren 2"-5" grades will combine to prepare Christ-
mas music.

Youth Choimwill not rehearse on October 16.

Junior Choiwill sing in the 11:00 service on Octo-

ber 23rather than October 16. )
Adult Choirmembers participating in the Commu-

nity Thanksgiving Service will have rehearsal/
dinner beginning at 4:00 on November 20 before
the 7:30 service.

Junior Choiwill end at 5:30 on October 26 in time
for Trunk-or-Treat




Childrends Ministry |

The GOLD RUSH Continues on Wednesday Nights!
Tru n k‘O r'Treat Will Gold Finger Farrar ever find true gold??

Join Miner Maney to find out in Gold Rush Assembly!

Wednesday, October 26
First A. R. P. Church
5:30-5:50 p.m.

Friday, October 28
West Gastonia Boys and Girls Club

4:00-5:00p.m. We have already learned that:
Jesus made bold claims about Himself.
Jesus had a miraculous birth.
Jesus lived a radical life.

Project HaitiContinues!

Bring new/gently used ball caps on Wednesday nights to Gold Rush Assembly! Our collection
tub is filling up!
Bring $1.00 bills to Sunday School for our Smile Banks!

« Y Each dollar will purchase a

copy of ¢ K N > Life of Jesus i
i

Ifyouwouldliketohost a
either Trunkor-Treat event,please
contact Rebecca Maney or Leslie
Farrar. Please decorate trunks with a
“Pumpkin Patch” theme.

t A O idzN * Creole
M1 S O N S '
o = AN BN O

Children’s Ministry Team Members

These folks spend time supporting our children’s

© When your family packs an Operation Christmas shoe || ministry as members of our Children’s Ministry!
) box gift this year, take a couple of photos. Turn them in || /""" Cherry, Jennifer Gallagher, Bryan

g y . r e p p b . Greeson, Lynn Hamm, Jill Hendrix, Kennon
to Mrs. Maney'’s office. We will use those on our display ] keiser, Libby Riley, and Erika Wallace.

boards in the Fellowship Hall next year!

J J J J
Operation Christmas Child 2011—October 9-30!!! &@ ﬂ tm’i@ ﬂ Qm’

New Arrivals! Save the Date! October 30! Fall OQuarter Tlka

i |
Congratulations to these new parents! Fall quarter children’s Sunday School
teachers will meet on Sunday, October

Eli zabeth OEI i za washbegrn|n|

on September 16, 2011 to John and Gwynne G L_ O_ W Su nday

Wharton. C h 2 I d Al S d
Ayden Jaxson Mulwee was born to Bobby and I _r €nos un a
Jetty (Cope) Mulwee on September 22, 2011. God |Ig hts our Way!

Both babies have grandparents in the John 8:12

congregation. Gwynne Blair and John and
Mary Gwynne Cashatt are the great grand
mother and grandparents to Eliza Gwynne
Tommy and Terry Cope
parents.

Club 45
I Parents and Pagers!

M asq Ue rad e H Every member of our church who has a child ages kindergarten
or younger has an assigned pager. In order for these devices to
Watch for more provide parents with the safety and security that we desire,
5 parents must: Pick up the assigned pager each time their chjld
deta”sl is on the campus, TURN IT ON, and place the device in a posi-
tion that one parent can hear/feel the device vibrate shoulp
the occasion arise that a parent is needeRleturn the pager to
the original location at the end of the morning/evening.




/

FALL RETREAT-OCT 13-15IN CLEMSON! MEET AT THE

CHURCH @ 3P ON THURSDAY. BRING $$ FOR 2 MEALS.
GUYS=SNACK. GIRLS=BREAKFAST ITEM-NOT CEREAL

FIRST ARP YOUTH! B

oUR NEXT HOT TOPIC WEDH
MEET REGULARL

y ON THE 23RD

s

&

NO CHOIR THIS SUNDAY. SS WILL MEET IN THE YB.
SUNDAY NIGHT FROM 4:20-6:20P WE WILL HAVE A PARTY
AT RACH SPENCER’S. BRING A SNACK TO SHARE. BRING
YOUR FRISBEES! SEE YOU THERE! NO SG THAT NIGHT.

\

/
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Spiritual Enrichment Sunday and Cider Sunday
October 9, 2011

We celebrated Spiritual Enrichment Sunday on October 9. Pastor Matt’s dad, The Reverend Richard Kuiken served as
our featured speaker. His sermon theme and Sunday School subject was “Fierce Foes of the Faith” and it was both
moving and thought provoking. It’s obvious that Matt’s gift of preaching was first given to his father. Soli Deo Gloria.

We'd like to thank First A.R.P. Women’s Ministry and co-chair of Spiritual Life, Laura Long for the delicious refreshments
both before Sunday School and at our first Cider Sunday after 11:00 worship.




