
                Insights on Marriage  
                                   By Eddie Spencer 
 

'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÕÓ Ô×Ï ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÖÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÖÅÒÓÅȟ 
Genesis 2:24; echoed again in Eph.5:31.   In this verse God gives us the Priority of Marriage 
ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȟ Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ Á ÍÁÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȱ (Gen. 2:24) 

First 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ ȰÔÏ leave". What does it mean to leave in a marital sense? To leave is to sever an 
emotionally dependent relationship with parents (or anyone else) in order that we might give ourselves to our spouse.   
Our marriages are more important than our family, friendships, career, finances and even our children.  To disregard 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ is to do so at our own marital peril. 

Marriage, a legally binding and public covenant between a husband and wife for a lifetime, creates an entirely 
new family.  This does not diminish the significance of our family of origin, but a new husband and wife create a new 
family entity.  We sever the dependent nature of our family of origin relationship in order that the husband and wife 
may learn how to depend on one another.  Good and mutual communication, trust and emotional and physical intimacy 
are the result of such interdependence. 

7ÈÅÎ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÆÁÉÌ ÔÏ ȰÌÅÔ ÇÏȱȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
dependence can lead to unhealthy consequences for the marriage. If a husband and wife do not learn interdependence, 
the tendency is to make other people the source of emotional vitality.   

  Some husbands and wives make children their priority.  Can we ever love our children too much?  Yes.  If 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÕÎÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÁÙ Á ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ 
very little nurture and love from her husband, she will often seek to retrieve it from her children.  Her children become 
surrogate covenant partners.  Sadly, if our children become our primary source of worth and significance, we are not 
only setting ourselves up for disappointment, we are breeding hazardous emotional consequences for our children.  

  'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ to  leave.  Oh, the wisdom of God and His Word!  In one word we have a key for unlocking 
trust, communication, as well as a catalyst for emotional and physical intimacy in marriage. 

 In the same verse God gives a second principle for marriage, 'ÏÄȭÓ purpose  ÆÏÒ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ȣȰleave his father 
ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÕÎÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÏÎÅ ÆÌÅÓÈȱ.  'ÏÄȭÓ purpose for a marriage is a union so 
profound that two become one. 

  7ÈÅÎ !ÄÁÍ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÁ× %ÖÅȟ ÈÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÅØÃÌÁÉÍȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ Á ÂÁÂÅȱ ÂÕÔ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÂÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÌÅÓÈ ÏÆ ÍÙ 
ÆÌÅÓÈȱȣ (Gen 2:23).  In other words, in your presence I know more of who I am.  At last, here is someone who completes 
my humanity.    #Ȣ 3Ȣ ,Å×ÉÓȟ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏËȟ ȰThe Four Lovesȱȟ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅȢ  (Å ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÒÏÍÁÎÔÉÃ 
ÏÒ ȰÅÒÏÓȱ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÓ Ô×Ï ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ  3ÕÃÈ ÁÎ ÅÒÏÔÉÃ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ Á ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
often conditioned by the response and reactions of each other.  Erotic or romantic love is often more interested in what 
it receives rather than in what it can give.   

)Î ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎȟ ,Å×ÉÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ȰÐÈÉÌÅÏȱ ÏÒ ͼÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ÌÏÖÅͼ ÁÓ Ô×Ï ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ 
looking toward the same horizon.  Such a &ÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ purpose for marriage . This is not to 
diminish romance or expressions of erotic love within the pleasure bounds of marriage.  It is to highlight that the most 
ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÔÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÅÒÏÔÉÃ ÌÏÖÅ ÇÒÏ×Ó ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ͼÐÈÉÌÅÏͼ ÌÏÖÅȢ  'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÖÅÓ 
is to pursue union and intimacy side by side; journeying to the same horizon.   (Continued on last page) 
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Medical Transportation Ministry 

Do you need a ride to a doctor appointment? 

 Call Loretta Horne, 704-864-5527. 

Sunday Morning Greeters  
 

November 13τ(8:30) Butch & Ruth Boyd ( 11:00) Charlie & Loretta 
Horne 
November 20τ(8:30) Butch & Ruth Boyd  (11:00) Whitelaw & Dot 
Carson 
November 27τ(8:30) Butch & Ruth Boyd  (11:00) Whitelaw & Dot 
Carson 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers  
 

November 13 τ Mickey Smith 
November 20 τ Ruth Bernet 
November 27τJenny Morrow 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance  
          8:30    11:00       Total 
 October 30 156      300         456 
 November 6 238      355         593  
_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday Morning Ushers -11:00 Service  
 

NovemberτMark Hamm, Bill Kelly, Wes Morris, Dan Willis 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday Night Supper Menus  
5:30pm - Fellowship Hall  

 

 

November 16 τ fried chicken, potato salad, green beans, yellow corn, 
rolls, dessert 
November 23 τ No supper or Wed. night ministries. (Thanksgiving wk) 
November 30 τ Brunswick stew, hoagies, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
peanut butter & jelly sandwiches, salad, hushpuppies, dessert 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Menus  
12:00 Noon - Fellowship Hall  

 

 

November 16 τ turkey & gravy, dressing, rice, sweet potatoes, salad, 
dessert, rolls 
November 23 τ No noon prayer luncheon (Thanksgiving week) 
November 30 τ chicken salad, potato salad, congealed salad, sliced 
tomatoes, dessert, rolls 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Helpers  
 

November 16 τ Anne & Gene Hanna, Miriam Connor, Michelle Winn 
November 23 τ No noon prayer luncheon (Thanksgiving week) 
November 30 τ Gloria Rhyne, Sarah Wallace, Ellen Snider, Michelle 
Winn, Dee Cain 
________________________________________________________ 

Brad Hurstτ11/13 
Betty Martinτ11/13 
Locke Biggerτ11/14 
Jim Brownτ11/14 
Richie Fretzτ11/14 
Elly Keuthanτ11/14 
Jim Lovellτ11/14 

Sam McDanielτ11/14 
Susan Morrisτ11/14 

Dan Willisτ11/14 
Tom Campbellτ11/15 

Greg Christopherτ11/15 
Donna Craigτ11/15 
Lin Hollowellτ11/15 

Jim Poagτ11/15 
Susan Tippettτ11/15 

Marshall Welchτ11/16 
Reis Clarkτ11/17 

Andy Crottsτ11/17 
Elisa Pettettτ11/17 

Danny Wilsonτ11/17 
Robert Adamsτ11/18 

William McHenryτ11/18 
Lil Summervilleτ11/19 

Larry Hurstτ11/20 
Mary Ann Loreτ11/20 

Joe Pearsonτ11/20 
Aaron Fargherτ11/21 

David Jennings, IIτ11/21 
Gail Hammτ11/22 
Linda Trefzτ11/22 

Whitelaw Carsonτ11/23 

Carole Farmerτ11/23 
Benjamin Kellyτ11/23 

Ann Lovellτ11/23 
Jayne Ratchfordτ11/23 
Piper Summeyτ11/24 

Steve Buchananτ11/25 
Loretta Fronebergerτ

11/25 
Lisa Hovisτ11/25 

Esther Jarvisτ11/25 
Holly McLearτ11/25 

Julie Andersonτ11/26 
Jennings Dixonτ11/26 
Greg Starnesτ11/26 

Wallace Garrettτ11/27 
John Kellyτ11/27 

Ron Nicholsτ11/27 
Carol Hayesτ11/28 

Boyce Garlandτ11/29 
Jeanette Houserτ11/29 
Bootie Morrowτ11/29 

Leigh Ann Waltersτ11/29 
Mary Gwynne Cashatt -

12/1 
Gehrig Cornagieτ12/1 
Richard Duffieτ12/1 
Daniel Duffieτ12/1 

Lorene Bumgardnerτ12/2 
Fred Chaseτ12/2 

Tracey Smithτ12/2 
Sandra Crouchτ12/3 
Ashley Jenkinsτ12/3 
Jessica Martinτ12/3 
Doug Nationτ12/3 
Nicole Bestτ12/4 
Myra Cherryτ12/5 
Seth Hooksτ12/5 

Henry Tippettτ12/5 

 

 
 
 
 

Debra & Dale Starnes 11/13/82 29 years 

Kelly & John Davidson 11/15/03   8 years 

Penelope & Zack Stroupe 11/19/94 17 years 

Libby & Eric Riley 11/20/99 12 years 

Jeanette & Pat Evans 11/22/58 53 years 

Debbie & Randy Watson 11/22/80 31 years 

Mary Alice & Johnny Holland 11/24/81 30 years 

Jamie & Greg Christopher 11/27/82 29 years 

Norma Jean & Brice Huffstetler 11/27/65 46 years 

Jamee & Nick Webb 12/04/10   1 year 

Sadie & Ralph Williams 12/06/58 53 years 

Remember in Prayer  
 

4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ Ǫ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ -Ã0ÅÔÅÒÓȭ ÓÏÎ ÉÓ  ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 
country in Afghanistan. Please remember him 
in prayer. If you would like to show your 
support by sending a card or letter, send to: 
 

David McPeters  
HHC, - STB, - 4ID 

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah 
APO - AE - 09382  



Nuts and Bolts  

By Jean Stewart 
 

Ȱ'ÏÏÄ ÍÁÎÎÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÐÅÎ ÄÏÏÒÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ  ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎÎÏÔȢȱ 

 Clarence Thomas,  
US Supreme Court Justice 

 

Congratulations to Norma Jean and Brice 
Huffstetler on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Bella Grace. Bella's parents are Beverly and Chris 
Savinsky. 

The Single Saints will meet November 15 at The 
Village Restaurant in McAdenville. 

On December 6th the Prime Timers will go to 
Forest City to see the Christmas lights and have 
dinner. Call Mary Alice at 704-866-9584 to 
reserve a seat on the bus! 

Huntley Auten recently received the Coaches 
Award for The Gaston Christian Middle School 
ÂÏÙÓȭ ÓÏÃÃÅÒ ÔÅÁÍȢ (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
Youth Leadership Course with the Boy Scouts. 
This was a three weekend course spent at Camp 
Bud Schiele in Rutherford. Congratulations, 
Huntley, You have been a very busy young man! 

Our church contributed $889.52 to the Baby 
Bottle Blessings for Crisis Pregnancy Center. 
Thank you so much for being a part of this 
project. 

On 11/11/11 a Veteran's Concert - Duty, Honor, 
Country will be presented at The First Assembly 
of God on Myrtle School Road. The program 
begins at 8:00 p.m. The Gaston Symphonic Band 
and Community Choir will be featured. Choir and 
band members from First ARP Church are 
participating. Admission is free. 

Remember November is our month to fill the 
pantry at CAM. I know that jelly is a needed item 
at this time. Also, please save your plastic and 
paper grocery bags for CAM.  Remember to 
return your filled bags to the church on or before 
Sunday, November 27. 

Have a very Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving! 

Scripture for memory: Ȱ3ÈÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÊÏÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with 
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
Know that the LORD is God.  It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise 
his name. For the LORD is good and his love 
endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÌ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ  Psalm 100 

Dear First A.R.P. Church, 
The students, staff and myself would 
like to express our appreciation for 
the shoe donations and assistance 
the congregation provides to our 

students.   It is only through these acts of service and 
kindness that we are able to meet the needs of the 
students.  Thank you for your generosity.  
  Michelle Black 
  School Social Worker  
  York Chester Middle School 
 

Dear First A.R.P. Church, 
Thank you so much for all of the thoughtful letters.  
Thank you for all of your prayers as well.  We are all 
doing well and are happy to be here to do our part.  We 
have been in Farah, Afghanistan for 4 months and have 
been very blessed.  Please continue to keep us in your 
prayers so we may all return healthy back to Colorado in 
the near future. 
  God Bless, 
  T. David McPeters 
  SSG, USA 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at First Gastonia, 
What a great blessing it is to see your faithfulness to the 
Lord and to us demonstrated over and over again in your 
sacrificial giving to our support.  Thank you so much!  
We also rejoice in the faithfulness that the Lord Himself 
is showing us in the work among Muslims and in Him 
stirring hearts of those within the church to reach out to 
them.   Most Gratefully, 
  Ali, Tara, Josh, Alisha & Beth Mitchell 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ /IwL{¢a!{ ²hw{ILt 
COVENANT COMMUNITY 

PRESCHOOL 
 

 The children and staff of Covenant 
Community Preschool extend an invitation to the 
members of the congregation of First A.R.P. 
#ÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
musical worship service in the church sanctuary 
on Wednesday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m.  This 
program will last between 15 to 20 minutes. It will 
include singing and the playing of bells and other 
instruments. 
 

 Music was written for the children of the 
school to help them learn about the birth of our 
Savior. They will present this plus traditional 
carols. A description of the manger scene will be 
given by the pre-K children. Visits by the 
shepherds and wise men will be described by the 
3s class.  The youngest cherubs will extend an 
invitation to listen to the angels. All classes will 
conclude the program expressing the joy and hope 
brought to all on Christmas Day! 



Childrenõs Ministry Update 

Sports Ministry News!  
Completing Soccer and Starting Basketball!  

2011 Soccer Team 
Chase Bell 

Isaac Cherry 
Olivia Garvin 
Seth Hooks 

Sophie Hunnicutt 
Macarthy Monteith 
#ÁÖÁÎÁÕÇÈ /ȭ,ÅÁÒÙ 

Kendall Sawdy 
Coaches: David Hooks, Jake 

Vance 

Basketball Registration is  
Happening Now!  

  
4 Year Oldsɂ Drills and Thrills                      Cost $35 
5-6 Year Olds Basketball    (Coed)                  Cost $45 
7-8 Year Olds Basketball    (Coed)                  Cost $45 
9-10 Year Olds Basketball   (Coed)                 Cost $45 
  
Games will begin in January. First ARP will provide a jersey 
with team name. Please indicate jersey size on your 
registration form. Jerseys will be passed out during practice 
before the first game.  

  
Registration forms and payment must be received 

by Friday, November 18th.  
Questions?? Call Carrie Curtis. 704-810-9406.  

&ÏÒÍÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȡ -ÒÓȢ -ÁÎÅÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÒ 
www.firstarpchurch.org.  

We always need coaches! Contact Carrie! 

Children! Earn a òSmileó Sticker!!! 

Bring dollar bills to Sunday School and òearn a smileó . . . . . 

sticker. We are collecting money to purchase òThe Life of 

Christ in Picturesó in Creole. These life-changing little book-

lets can be purchased for $1.00 each and will travel with our 

mission team to Haiti in March. 

Be a part of our òSMILE CAMPAIGN!!! 

  

The òNot-So-Silentó 
Night  

 

Wednesday, December 7ñ6:30 p.m.  
Fellowship HallñDinner and a Drama 

A Family Christmas Celebration! 
Save the date! 

2011 Angel Breakfast!  
A Wonderful Christmas Celebration!  

A bi -annual event for our one -four year olds and their families.  

Saturday, December 3 ñ8:30 a.m. ñFellowship Hall  
  

  

  

Reservations Required by November 30  - lfaffar@firstarpchurch.org  

$10.00 per family payable at the door. Siblings and grandparents invited.  

West Gastonia Advent Festival  
Friday, December 9ɂ4-5 p.m. 

Volunteers Needed to Host Advent Craft Booths.  
Contact: Rebecca Maney, 704-864-3468  

rmaney@firstarpchurch.org  

Upcoming Christmas Events  
Saturday, December 3 ñ8:30 a.m.  

Angel Breakfast, Ages 1 -4 
  

Wednesday, December 7 ñ6:30 p.m.  
The òNot-So-Silentó Night 

  
Friday, December 9 ñ4-5 p.m.  

West Gastonia Advent Festival  
  

Thursday, December 15 ñ5:30-7:00 p.m.  
Community Christmas Store, Birthday Party for Jesus  

  

Wednesday, December 21 ñ5:30-7:30 p.m.  
Club 23/45 Christmas Party  

  
Saturday, December 24 ñ5:00, 7:00 p.m.  

òLittle Drummer Boyó Veggie Tales Eventñages 5 and under  
Live Nativity ñ4:30 p.m. ñSanctuary Front Lawn  

Gold Rush Comes to a Close! 

  

  
  

 Wednesdays November 9 and 16! 
Share Jesus! Discover His Life-Changing Power! 

Compared to all others, only Jesus has the power to transform lives. 
òTherefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.ó 2 Cor. 5:17 

  

Our KindergartenñFifth Graders have learned that compared to all others . 
. . only Jesus can rightly claim to be God, only Jesus fulfills many prophe-
cies, only Jesus has radical power and teaching, only Jesus offers an empty 

tomb and eternal life apart from works. 

7ÉÎÔÅÒ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÒ 4ÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ /ÒÉÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 

Sunday Evening, November 30 
 Panera Breadɂ5:30 p.m.  

Get all the necessary tools to have a great winter in 
Sunday School!  

(full -time teachers do not need to repeat this info!) 

Parents! 

Please remember to activate your pagers 

when you pick them up! 



Trunk -or-Treat 2011 
First A. R.P. Church and West Gastonia 

 

Club 45 Masquerade Party!! Thanks to the Hooks and the Mitchells! 

 


