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L\ First ARP
1\ CHURCH

12/4/11 —12/17/11

Saturday, December 4

Worship Services
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m. —Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m.

Wednesday, December 7

Noon Lunch

Supper

Not-So-Silent Night (See Children’s
Ministry page for more information)

12:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.—Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 11

Christmas Music
Congregational Meeting

8:30 & 11:00 Worship Services
Following 11:00 Worship Service

Thursday, December 15

Community Christmas Store

5:30-7:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
& Sunday School Rooms

Sunday, December 18

Worship Services

Coffee Fellowship

Sunday School

College Student Luncheon

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.—Fellowship Hall

9:45 a.m.

Following 11:00 Worship Service

Saturday, December 24

Christmas Eve Communion Services
(childcare during both services)

5:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25

Worship Service
No Sunday School

10:30 a.m.—Sanctuary

Sunday, January 1, 2012

Worship Services
Dr. John Lennox
(combined SS Class in Fellowship Hall

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.




Sunday Morning Greeters

December 4—(8:30) Walter & Julia Lee Payne (11:00) Andy & Linda
Miller

December 11—(8:30) Walter & Julia Lee Payne (11:00) Andy & Linda
Miller

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers

December 4 — Sally & Jack Green
December 11 — Mark Hamm

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance

8:30 11:00 Total
November 13 167 284 451
November 20 241 340 581
November 27 200 276 476

Sunday Morning Ushers -11:00 Service

December—Gary Miller, Chip Ferguson, Zack Stroupe, Kevin Cherry

Wednesday Night Supper Menus
5:30pm - Fellowship Hall

December 7 — ham, macaroni & cheese, green beans, baked apples,
brownie, roll

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Menus
12:00 Noon - Fellowship Hall

December 7 — ham, pineapple casserole, baked apples, green peas,
salad, desserts, biscuit

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Helpers

December 7 — Jo Summey, Ernie Summey, Suzanne Riley, Michelle
Winn

Medical Transportation Ministry

Do you need a ride to a doctor appointment?
Call Loretta Horne at 704-864-5527

Remember in Prayer

Timothy & Sharon McPeters’ son is
our country in Afghanistan. Please remember
him in prayer. If you would like to show your
support by sending a card or letter, send to:

serving

Serving Our
Country

David McPeters
HHC, - STB, - 41D

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah
APO - AE - 09382

L. BLesames
=== ON YOoUR
&=BRIRTIDAY

Nicole Best—12/4
Myra Cherry—12/5
Seth Hooks—12/5
Henry Tippett—12/5
Sophie Bomgaars—12/6
Tommy Holland—12/6
Jacob Mocanu—12/6
Justin Champion—12/8
Mackenzie Edge—12/8
Abbie Postell—12/8
Michael Postell—12/8
Beth Wingate—12/8
Jenn Barker—12/9
Josh Hazard—12/9
Huntley Auten—12/10
Jane Painter—12/10
Butch Boyd—12/11
Mary Rose Campbell—
12/11
Dwayne Fink—12/11
Ty Hobson—12/11
Emerson Mumford—12/11
Kay Nesheim—12/11
Matthew Queler—12/11
Maurice Canaday—12/12
Tyler Dixon—12/13
Hunter Dixon—12/13
Beckett Fisher—12/13
Jim Kelly—12/13

Thomas Taylor—12/13
Ann Anthony—12/14
Bill Cain—12/14
Denice Cope—12/14
Tom Ellington—12/14
Donna Nesnow—12/14
Lee Taylor—12/14
Doug Love—12/15
Sarah Whitescarver—12/15
John Cashatt—12/16
Mildred Coker—12/16
Joseph Fargher—12/16
David Johnson—12/16
Joyce Miller—12/16
Carrie Rouse—12/16
Wes Wiseman—12/16
Carolyn Dewalt—12/18
Carole Lee Ferguson—
12/18
Joshua Payne—12/18
Bob Barnhill—12/19
Austin Buchanan—12/19
Mary Katherine Keiser—
12/19
Bo Stewart—12/19
Ed Anthony—12/20
Mark Forbes—12/20
Mary Kate Hurst—12/21
Lukas Andrews—12/22
John Brown—12/22
Ben Hazard—12/23
Ashley Buchanan—12/24
Jean Todd—12/24
Haley Carter—12/25
Stefenie Duffie—12/25
Chloe Pearson—12/25

CELEBRATING AN

David & Shelly Carter
Mark & Penny Morris
John & Kathy Connor
Jennifer & Chris Fallin
Brent & Jill Farmer

Tom & Sue Ellington
Justin & Julie Champion
Dean & Alice Auten
James & Kristi Bostick
Jeff & Susan Jordan
Doug & Karyn Love
Timothy & Sharron McPeters
Harold & Betty Stowe

Ed & Annie Anthony

Bill & Margaret Hargrove

12/8/90

12/8/85

12/9/66

12/9/00

12/13/86
12/14/63
12/15/01
12/17/93
12/19/92
12/19/98
12/19/81
12/21/75
12/22/56
12/23/95
12/23/78

21 years
26 years
45 years
11 years
25 years
48 years
10 years
18 years
19 years
13 years
30 years
36 years
55 years
16 years
33 years
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Nuts and Bolts

o Children’s Christmas Worship o By Jean Stewart

o H [

ﬂ“: Covenant Community Preschool ﬂi “Relationships are like algebra; if you change your

ﬁ:} The children and staff of Covenant ﬁ% side of the equation, the other side changes as well”
¢« Community Preschool extend an invitation to the (& Abraham Argun

“%. members of the congregation of First A'R'I,)' “3. ¢ At the Gaston Christian High School Athletic
E'@ Chm:Ch to atte‘nd asp ec:_al preschool children’s ﬁ:{‘ Banquet, William Anthony was awarded the Most
o musical worship service in the church sanctuary © Valuable Runner Award, All Conference. Way to
i on Wednesday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m. This “ go William!

¢¢ program will last between 15 to 20 minutes. It will o~

¢v include singing and the playing of bells and other ¢ Keep Gastonia Beautiful announced the winners
a‘t: instruments. ﬁi of the 2011 Recycled Art Contest. Josie Barger
é,:% Music was written for the children of the ‘g, rgcgi'ved Honorable Ment'ion in the'high s.chool
& school to help them learn about the birth of our & division. Proud of you, .1031e! The art is on display
(¢ Savior. They will present this plus traditional ¢ at the Gaston County Library.

ta carols ﬁ des}fription of tl;l‘?lénanger .S‘?e“eb""i“ Ee o Patrick Craig, graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill Law
o given Dby the Pre-K chriaren. VISI_tS y the i School has accepted a position at Mullen, Holland
' shepherds and wise men will be desFrlbed by the o and Cooper. He and his wife, Emily are back in
o 35 .class. The. youngest cherubs will extend an g our church family.

¢¢ invitation to listen to the angels. All classes will ¢

q‘t: conclude the program expressing the joy and hope “i Seppi Bernet is the latest volunteer at Crisis
ﬂ:% brought to all on Christmas Day! 03_ Assistance Ministry from our church. Welcome,
¢ 4
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Offering,

774)];?%}511/ Dear Children of First ARP,

Thank you for the sweet cards,

gifts and pictures you made for
my mother. We are reminded of your Kkind
thoughtfulness every time we look at the beautiful
art work. Love, The Foy Family

Dear Church Family,
I would like to thank all of the many people who
prayed for me, visited me, or sent me a card. I felt
very cared for and know my recovery would not have
been as good without those prayers

Bill Kelly

Renewal for ARP Magazine

If you want to renew the ARP magazine through the
church office please write a check for $20 to First ARP
and put ARP magazine renewal on the memo line. We
will be sending a check for these on Monday,
December 12.

Offering Envelopes

In order to be better stewards and to save postage,
we will have the 2012 Offering Envelopes in the
fellowship hall for you to pick up at your
convenience. Please only get your envelopes and if
you do not want to get these envelopes
in the future please let Tammy Baker
know so we can cut down on our order
Gz fo.r nexF year. Thank you for helping us
> =7 -~ with this.
A

vl
mweas

Seppi and a big thank you!

If you want to get into the spirit of Christmas,
come to the First ARP Church on December 6t at
7:30 to hear the Gaston Choral Ensemble Concert
directed by Trip McGill. You will hear some
marvelous singing!

The congregation is invited to the Ashbrook
Chorus Concert on December 19t at 7:00 pm.
This will be at the First Assembly of God Church
on Myrtle School Road. Admission is one can of
food for Crisis Assistance. Come and enjoy!

FOUND: A pearl bracelet in the Sanctuary several
Sundays ago. It is on Jean Stewart’s desk.

The card room on the 31 floor is clean and ready
for customers. We have invitations, note cards
and cards for all occasions! We also have church
cookbooks and Justin Bumgardner’s CD. Cards
are $5.00 for 20, Cookbooks-$15.00 and CD’s-
$10.00. Please see Jean, Nancy or Roxanne for
help. Any of these items would make a wonderful
gift! Thank you for your support.

A note to the college students: prayers are going
up for you as you finish this semester. We pray
you will study diligently; you will be free of
anxiety and fear as you take exams; and you will
pray for guidance. We are looking forward to
seeing you at the College Lunch on Dec. 18th,

Scripture for memory:
Praise the Lord, all you nations,
extol him, all you peoples.
For great is his love toward us,
And the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord. Psalm 117




CHURCH KITCHEN

Our kitchen was inspected in October and November by the Gaston County Health Dept. Many things were pointed out
to be corrected - some a one-time fix and others ongoing. We have been given 180 days to make all the corrections. On
Wednesday, November 16t during lunch a 2nd unannounced inspection took place. The inspector recognized that we
had started our corrections, but pointed out other things we needed to do! Wade and [ have been reading the handbook
and we are sure there is more to come. The inspector was very helpful and quite lenient. He gave us a 98% rating. We
must have your help to maintain our rating and to be able to continue serving meals. We never know when they will
come, so please keep everything as clean as possible. Cover and invert all single service items (paper plates, cups etc.).
Invert pots, pans, etc. Do not leave leftovers in the refrigerator unless they are labeled! Do not wash hands in the
preparation sink. If you are a coffee server on Sunday morning, please check with us about opening packaged cups or
plates. If they are removed from the packaging we must toss them! Maintaining the kitchen is going to be a joint effort
by everyone and will require us to be very diligent in keeping it clean. If you plan to use the kitchen to serve a meal,
please see one of us for the rules. If you have any question, please ask one of us.

Wade Huss, Facilities Coordinator
Jean Stewart, Interior Design

Covenant Community Preschool Consignment Sale

Dear First ARP Families,

It is with happy hearts and much excitement that Covenant Community Preschool announces their first annual
consignment sale, selling gently worn spring and summer baby and children’s clothing (sizes premature to size 12) and
gear. Consigners may choose to donate unsold items or pick them up after the sale. Donated items will go to the First
ARP clothing closet for families in need. Volunteers working sufficient hours will receive an “early” shopping pass. The
consigner/ school split is 60/40. Proceeds will provide much needed supplies for the school. The spring/summer sale
will be held Friday, February 24t and Saturday, February 25t. In order for this sale to be a success, we need your help!
First we need items to sell! Please start saving all of your children’s clothes, toys and accessories. Second, we need
volunteers to serve on the consignment sale committee and help plan the sale. We also need volunteers to set up, work
and clean up the sale. Please fill out the information below and return it to the school so we can begin planning or call

the school office and share your intent. We look forward to working with you and making a difference in the lives of so

many people in our preschool and our community!
Thank you for your support!

Covenant Community Preschool Consignment Sale Committee

Name

clip here

Child’s name

Email

[ would like to help the sale in the following ways:

serve on the committee volunteer consign marketing/advertising
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Beginning January 11
New Wednesday Night Electives

Peacemakers Discussion Group
Led by Wes Phillips

Jesussaid, Bl essed are the peacemaker s, (Mdttd:9). Expaneliyg os his &eceht Sunday
School lessons, Wes Phillips will be leading a discussion group on handling personal conflict biblically. Relationships are
messy. Whether it's with your spouse, family member, fellow church member, co-worker, or friend; eventually there will
be discord. Together we will discuss how to be people who are “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace” (Eph. 4:3). Please come and join us as we discover together what it means to resolve conflict in a God-glorifying
way!

The Fruitful Life
Taught by Eddie Spencer and Matt Kuiken

One of the descriptions in the Bible of the Christian lifeisto,“ t ake hol d of t h@ Timadthy 6:19% hma}
Galatians 5, God describes the life he offers and explains how we live this life. Matt and Eddie will be teaching about this
life in a study of the Fruit of the Spirit. Weekly we will seek to examine each of the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit, as well

as how we “keep in step with the Spirit.” So if you find yourself longing for a life that is truly life, then come and join us!

The Habits of a Christian Man Discussion Group
Led by Bruce Trefz and Joe Summerville

What does the life of a Christian man look like? How does it look different than the lives of the men around him? Come
and be encouraged and challenged as we discuss Patrick Morley’s book, A Man’' s Gui de t o tDumdng
this time we will discover how the grace and truth of Jesus Christ extend to all of the areas of our lives.

e i e B e e B - e B e B B e B - e

Interfaith Hospitality /Family Promise Holiday Giving

Interfaith Hospitality/Family Promise of Gaston County is a ministry that First Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church has faithfully supported since its inception eight years ago. As one of seventeen (17)
host churches in the agency’s network, we provide housing, meals, and spiritual guidance for selected
homeless families three to four times a year during their week-long visits. Many of you have been active in
this ministry and have responded to the requests of our dedicated coordinator, Brice Maney.

We are having a holiday fundraiser this year in our host churches that we hope to continue in future years.
You will find placed throughout the church brochures that will explain how you can contribute to IHN/
Family Promise this season in honor (or in memory) of a friend or family member. We will have, as well,
the brochures available at the Mission Mall event on December 7.

This has been a successful ministry. It has changed the lives of many families. Every year we add new
churches to our network because they are impressed with the work IHN does and want to be involved.
More families than ever need the professional guidance of IHN/Family Promise and the volunteer/financial
support of its member churches. Please consider a donation this Christmas season.

Royce Robinson, IHN/Family Promise of Gaston County, Board President

Brochures are located in the Narthex, elevator lobby area and fellowship hall.

e e e B e e B B e B B e B
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Childrendos Ministry |

2011 Angel Breakfast Club 23/45
Christmas Party!

Saturday, December3 A 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, December 21
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Drop-offfi Fellowship Hall
Pick-Upfi Youth Bldg.

Fellowship Hall

$10.00 per family
o\
A Christmas Celebration for Ages 1 -4 and their Families! Jh e
P, ‘
Food, Crafts, Family Picture, ifsit Lot he o
e
4“"*"";‘-

$3.00 for Pizza

Bring Childrends M
Hats and Scarves for our
C. A. M. Mitten Tree!

Please respond to: Rebecca Mane
704-864-3468

Reservations - Leslie Farrar i Ifarrar@firstarpchurch.org rmaney@firstarpchurch.org

Siblings and grandparents are welcome to attend. Games, Crafts, Food, and More!

The o09%9&t1 | ent O

Written by: Rebecca Maney, 2011  Music Selections: Heather Potter

Wednesday, December 7
6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall A Dinner and a Drama

A Family Christmas Celebration!

Presented by our children, youth and adults! B
Meet four precocious teens an

West Gastonia Advent Festival [| Community Christmas Store
Friday, December 9—4-5p.m Childrends Party |Va

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HOST Please meeit Fellowship Hall i 5:00 p.m.
ADVENT CRAFT BOOTHS. Thursday, December 1% bring $5.00 for shirts

Contact: Rebecca Maney X P oo
rmaney@firstarpchurch.org, 704-864-3468 m
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Celebrating Festivus
By Matt Kuiken

There is a classic episode in the television series Seinfeld where Frank Castanza creates a separate
holiday called, “Festivus,” in protest of the commercialism of Christmas. Frank tells his family and friends that
this holiday is a, “Festivus for the rest of us.” He explains that this new holiday will involve new traditions like,
“the airing of grievances”; a time for telling all of your friends and family members about how they have
disappointed you in the past year. Festivus also includes erecting a bare aluminum pole in your home instead

KA of a tree so that no decoration is required. And of course, every celebrant of Festivus must participate in
5% various, “feats of strength.” This episode of Seinfeld is designed to be humorous but it also reveals a very
serious reality: We as a culture tend to have a very hollow understanding of Christmas. Oh, there is lots of glitz

and glamour, but it is often devoid of any real meaning. Christmas has turned into Festivus. There are lots of

traditions and activities, but there is no substance behind the sizzle.

Revelation 12 gives us one of the more interesting perspectives on the real Christmas. It involves a big
red dragon with lots of heads, horns and crowns. (Rev. 12:3) There is a woman about to give birth to a male
child, and the dragon is waiting to devour this child. But still this child is born and he is revealed as the one
whowilL,“ rul e all the nat i(Bewm42:5Wwi Bven th@agh thie dragen rages adtqr this ¢hild
God protects him and secures his purposes on the earth. But this just leaves the dragon angrier than ever. So,
that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the world astray, redoubles his efforts to make war,
against“t hose who obey God’s commandmen t(Rev. 12:47d. Thiostory
doesn’t exactly give us the warm holiday fuzzys, but it is why we consider the day holy. At Christmas God was
doing something so radical that Satan went all-in to try and stop it. Still God succeeded. That leaves us, the

followers of Jesus as the true children of Christmas.

So how should the true children of Christmas celebrate? We should celebrate with great joy! God
has become flesh! The plan has succeeded! He shared in our humiliation that we might share in his exaltation!
This joy should outshine all others. We should celebrate with great watchfulness. The spiritual battle
around us still rages and our enemy is still out to destroy us who follow the newborn baby wielding the rod of
iron. So beware of Satan’s delusions, accusations and temptations for you and your family during this
Christmas season. Satan doesn’t take a Christmas vacation. And finally we should celebrate with great
expectation. We live in the time between the times. Christ has already come once and this world has never
been the same. The Bible says that Jesus will also come a second time, but not in weakness and frailty, but in
power and glory. This second coming will be greater and grander than the first because God and his purposes
will forever prevail. Know this holiday season that the best taste of Christmas you have ever had is just a stale

sample of the feast that awaits God’s people at Christ’s second coming.

So let’s not settle for glitz and glamour this holiday season with no real meaning behind it. Let’s not
fall for Festivus. There is a real story of a real Savior that deserves a real celebration. “ G| ory t o

hi ghest, and on earth, pealue214p men on whom his f§

SIS IS IISIIIIIIIIIZIIZIZIIZIIZIII



Christmas - The Impossible Became Reality
By Eddie Spencer

One of the greatest promises of the Bible was given to a frightened young woman.

Fro “For nothing i s (Lukeplo38)s It renhirgls me bfta humgosticker I once

.y saw, “The difficult we would do today. The impossible will take a little longer.” The
Eddle \) Pen announcement of Christmas is, in the fullness of time, “the impossible has become reality.”

This was the angel’s announcement to Mary. “The angel answered,” The Holy Spirit wi
power of the Most Hi gh wi || overshadow you. F8ranothing is
i mpossi bl gLukeil:3537)God’ ”

The angel’s announcement was the Incarnation of God. John, in his gospel, declared this truth.“ | n t he
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made... The Word became flesh and made his d
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 't hNoon@
has ever seen God, but God the One and Qohn¥%1-3 MH18. i s

The Apostle Paul proclaimed that all of human history led to this glorious reality in Bethlehem. “But when the
ti me had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a womg
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached
f ul fi | (Gan4&4nHEph.1:9-10).

One of the hymn writers described the angelic announcement to Mary as “Immensity cloistered in Thy dear
womb.” This is God’s glorious impossible reality recorded in history, seen with human eyes and touched with human
hands.® That which was from the beginning, which we have
at and our hands have toucheéthis we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and tegi
to it, and we proclaim to you the eter nall]ohnilfl€),

The eternal Son of God, who from all eternity, knew no spatial boundaries, not only entered into time and space
but chose to reside in the shocking confines of a mother’s womb, a baby’s skin and the restraints of a human body. The
impossible became reality.

Christmas declares that the One who created all things, who is before all things and in whom all things hold
together was born. Philip Yancey in his book, “The Jesus I Never Knew” captures the mystery of the Incarnation. The
eternal One chose “to shrink so small as to become an ovum, a single fertilized egg barely visible to the human eye; an
egg that would divide and re-divide until a fetus took shape, enlarging cell by cell inside the womb of a confused, nervous
teenager.”

What is our response to such a profound and mysterious reality? We can seek to more fully understand such a
glorious truth; but perhaps we will gain insights into the truth of the Incarnation for all eternity. The apostle Peter
reveals that even the angels marvel at God’s salvation.“ | t was revealed to them that

Spirit sent from heaven. EveflPetenlgl?)l s | ong to | ook
The hymn writer understood that when we consider the Incarnation, worship should be our natural response.

“God of God, and Light of Light begotten,
Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten not created;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.”

O Come, All Ye Faithful




Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 11, 2011
A brief congregational meeting will be held Sunday, December 11 immediately following the 11:00 worship service. The purpose

of the meeting will be to vote on the 2012 budget and the church officer nominees listed below. If you are nominating
someone from the floor, please ask the person and notify Mike Foster who will get approval from the Session.

Elders—Class of 2015 (4 yr. term) Deacons—Class of 2014 (3 yr. term) Deacon—Class of 2013 (2 yr. term)

Bob Beckett, Ellis Fisher, Ken Henry, Wade | Kevin Cherry, Jim Kelly, Carl Long, Bob Rouse, David Hooks

Huss, Bob Sytz Tom Wallace, Marshall Welch, John Williams

Chairman of the Congregation Secretary of the Congregation Trustee for 2014

David Smith Clerk of Session Charles Ferguson

Treasurer Assistant Treasurer

Jerry Best Charlie Pearson

Voln 25 2 2 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 28 20 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 J Ja V!

Covenant Community School v
“Fun-Raiser” s

v

v

Last Thursday, Sandy came home for lunch after her doctor’s examination. The doctor did not like some of
the results of earlier tests. Sandy explained that her doctor had set up further tests at 4:00 pm that evening at
Gaston Memorial Hospital. Her doctor’s haste to have the tests run was both a curse and a blessing. The curse was
scaring all of the members of the family and most especially Sandy. The blessings were: The doctor’s caring ¢
concern for Sandy, and that we would know in a couple hours whether Sandy was in for some really serious health
issues, or if they were of a lesser nature. One of the staff called Sandy in for her test. As soon as the door closed
from the waiting room, I said “Let’s say a prayer for Sandy”. We joined hands and formed a circle in the waiting area
with some of us seated and me and a few others kneeling in the floor. I started the prayer. My son Brian added to
my earnest requests to God. When he ended there was an extended silence. Brian then asked Titus Samuel (who I
affectionately call “T-Man”), his five year old son, “Titus, would you like to say a prayer for Mammaw?” Titus
responded “God please do not let Mammaw turn into a scorpion.” Everyone burst out laughing. Through the mouth
of a small child God let us know that things were not as serious as we had all imagined. Not only was the mood of
this gathering of gloom lightened, the last prayer was answered first: Mammaw did not turn into a Scorpion!

Next fall the board of education is sponsoring a fund raiser for Covenant Community School. We, who are
already involved, do not want it to turn into a den of scorpions. We want it to be actively productive as honeybees
building their hive.

In the last article [ wrote for the Link, I tried to raise your curiosity. In this one, [ hope to unfold part of the
plan for the “Fun Raiser” to each of you. There will be, when all is said and done, a place for all who wish to
participate in using their God given gifts and talents. In January, my hope is to form a steering or organizational
committee. The first meeting’s purpose will be: to layout the plan for the “Fun-Raiser” and to determine how each
volunteer would utilize his or her gifts or talents. Initially we will need folks to help me plan where volunteers are
needed as their will be at least six or eight groups, each with an area of responsibility. Since I am such a new
member, you long time members can assist me in learning what others’ gifts and talents are available in the
congregation. Secondly, be thinking of a gift or gifts, or talent that you could offer the school from your garage,
basement, attic or storage building or a donated weekend or week from a summer cottage or a gift from your
business as a service or product. Before having that yard sale, don’t forget to keep Lynda Williams, the staff at the v
school and most especially the students in your thoughts and prayers. Gifts could be a piece of art you no longer
hang, a piano, a set of golf clubs, jewelry, brass ware, that treadmill which is layered in dust or a host of other items. 7S
[ will leave that to your imagination. Your gift of a service or a product your company produces could be a pair of
orthotic shoes, a dental consultation, or a host of other items. The only limits are our imaginations.

CEEEEEEEEEEEGEES

Anyone interested in assisting me with your organizational skills at the initial meeting in January, call me at v
704-865-5607, or email me at coldanauctionman@earthlink.net. Ooops! The e-mail address just unveiled part of ¢
the mystery. S

Dan Rankin ?
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mailto:coldanauctionman@earthlink.net

Music Ministry Update
Praise God in His Sanctuary

& ] - L]
d@d//d_lyjﬁ‘ Christmas Music to

i celebrate the Season
- Rejoice!

- Dec. 4—Cherub Choir and Junior Choir sing in
11:00 service.

I: m m an U e | Dec. 7—]Joyful Noise and Cherub Choir share in

The Not-So-Silent-Night, 6:30 in the Fellowship
Hall

shall come to thee!

Dec. 11—Combined Adult Choirs share Messiah
recitatives and choruses in both services

O Come, O Come Emm amuﬂhroughout the season Justin Bumgardner,
12th century Latin antiphorthe Praise Team, David Jennings, soloists, and

instrumentalists will lead with beautiful music for
worship and meditation.

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year...

Christmas is coming, which means that it is time to remember Jesus and what HE has done for us! One way that we can
celebrate His birth is by helping others. Our Community Christmas Store, on Thursday, December 15, is one
practical way to do just that; provide for the physical needs of others while at the same time reminding
them of the “reason for the season”.

We still have a number of gift angels on our CCS Angel Tree in the Elevator Lobby of the Education
Building. Any individual, group, (Sunday School classes, Circles, families, etc.) can choose an angel and
return the gift tag and money to Tammy Baker’s office. This year we are supporting the Christmas
needs of 25 families in our York Chester community with clothes, coats, toys and food.

During the week of December 12-15, a Christmas Store is assembled on the Third Floor. During the 5:30-7:00 p.m.
shopping time for parents, our Children’s Ministry sponsors a “Birthday Party for Jesus” for the children of the shoppers.
If you ask anyone who has volunteered with our store in the past, you will find out that after this experience, it’s the
most wonderful time of the year.

Thanks to your generosity, our store and party are fully staffed, but we still need your monetary support of this project.
Contact Vicki Marsh or Rebecca Maney if you have further questions.
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+“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1

180 WEEKEND!
*SG WILL MEET ON THE 4TH @ REGULAR TIMES

*SHANE AND SHANE/PHIL WICKHAM $12 IS DUE BY THIS WEDNESDAY. JAN 27'2.9

*‘BIBLECLUE @ BGC DEC 2 @ {8 FROM 4-5P
. $40 DUE BY DEC 18
MS CHRISTMAS PARTY-FRI., DEC © (SEE BELOW-NOTE DROP OFF

CHANGE!) FOR EARLY REG.!
*HS CHRISTMAS PARTY-SAT., DEC 10 (SEE BELOW)
'NO SG ONDEC 11 AFTER THE 18TH THE
*SHANE AND SHANE CONCERT-DEC 13 (5-10:30P) COST GOES UP TO
*LAST WED NIGHT YOUTH IS DEC 14 FROM &-8P. THERE WILL BE A PRAYER
MEETING FROM 5-5:45 IN THE YB. $50.

*LASTM &M ON DEC {5 ATBO'S
*COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS STORE-DEC 15 (5-7:30P)

2012 MED FORM AND

*COLLEGE LUNCH DEC 18 @ 12P IN FSH; 180 MONEY IS DUE FOR EARLY INSURANCE FORMS
REGISTRATION!!
*LAST G HANGOUT DEC 18 FROM 2-5P. MEET AT THE YE. ARE DUE TOO

DEC 9-MS CHRISTMAS PARTY-DROP OFF @ THE CURTIS-120 WINDSONG CT. PICK UP @ THE
HAMM'S @ 9P. BRING A WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT. BRING A SMALL TOY TO DONATE TO GSM.
DEC {0-HS CHRISTMAS PARTY-MEET @ THE CARTER'’S (GIRLS-5P) AND (GUYS-6:30P). BRING A
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT AND A SMALL TOY DONATION. GIRLS WILL SPEND THE NIGHT. BOYS
WILL BE PICKED UP @ 10:30P @ THE CARTER'S.
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First Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church

- 317 S. Chester Street, Gastonia, NC 28052
JJJ FII' StA.R.P Phone: 704-864-3468, Fax: 704-864-2416
C H U R C H Church email: whenderson@firstarpchurch.org
”

Pastor Eddie’s email: espencer@firstarpchurch.org
Pastor Matt’s email: mkuiken@firstarpchurch.org
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with order form.

worship service.

Poinsettia Orders

Order your poinsettia(s) in honor or in loving memory of a friend or loved one. They
will be beautifully displayed in the church sanctuary December 18—25.

Order forms will be inserted in the Sunday worship bulletins for the next two
Sundays—December 4 and December 11. The deadline for placing your order is
Wednesday, December 14. The cost per plant is $12.00. Please include payment

Please leave your poinsettia(s) in the sanctuary until after the Christmas morning

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes Collected

A big thank you to those who participated in the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box

Ministry. This year we had 122 boxes returned to the church. (Some boxes

returned to Operation Christmas Child pick-up stations and were not included in this
total.) Those shoeboxes will brighten the lives of 122 children all over the world and will

be used to bring the message of Christ to the children and their families.

were




