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 First A.R.P. Womenõs Ministries 

In-Town Retreat, featuring: Leslie Nease 

Saturday, February 11th 

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Brunch will be served & childcare will be provided (reservation required) for children 5 & under. 

Tickets are $10. Purchase yours this Sunday in the breezeway! 

Call Chris Stowe at 704.815.1235 or Susan Williams at 704.689.2117 for more info/tickets  
 

Leslie is a speaker and writer with a passion for Jesus Christ. She is one of the 
weekend radio voices at His Radio (www.hisradio.com) where she can be heard 
from 10-2 on Saturdays and 11-4 on Sundays. She has been in Christian radio since 
2004, when she started out as the cohost of the Family Friendly Morning Show with 
'ÁÒÙ Ǫ ,ÅÓÌÉÅ ÁÔ #ÈÁÒÌÏÔÔÅȭÓ .Å× ,ÉÆÅ ωρȢω ÒÁÄÉÏ ÆÒÏÍ ςππτ-2008. 
 

Leslie has been speaking professionally for over fifteen years. She began as a fitness 
speaker, but once she surrendered her life to Jesus Christ her messages changed 
from physical fitness to spiritual fitness as her faith grew and her passion for 
equipping others increased. She taught fitness for over eighteen years and has even 
written a book on physical, emotional, spiritual and mental fitness called Body 
Builders (available on Amazon). As Mrs. North Carolina 2001, she traveled the state 
to encourage youth to get fit in order to prevent childhood obesity. She is passionate 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÂÏÄÙȟ ÍÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ ,ÅÓÌÉÅȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÕÍÏÒȟ ÒÅÁÌ-
ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȢ 3ÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÉÖÉÃ 
organizations, universities, schools, ministries and youth groups. Leslie has a way of 

relating to students and adults alike with her straightforward approach and willingness to be authentic about her 
struggles and victories. She has a heart for equipping others to live out their faith boldly, but with gentleness and 
respect for others. 

 

Leslie has been married to her husband, Rod, for 22-years and they have four children together; ages 21, 19, 12 and 
10. They reside in Fort Mill, SC, just outside of Charlotte, NC. Her most important calling in life is to be a wife and a 
mother. 
 
Leslie on Survivor China  
 

,ÅÓÌÉÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÕÎÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅ ÏÆ 3ÕÒÖÉÖÏÒȡ 
China, she was asked to bow before a statue in a Buddhist temple. However, Leslie refused to bow down and 
ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÆÕÌÌÙ ×ÁÌËÅÄ ÏÕÔȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȟ ÓÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÏÎÌÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÍÙ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÒ ÆÏÒ (ÉÍȢȱ (ÅÒ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÔÁÙ ÏÎ 3ÕÒÖÉÖÏÒ ÈÁÓ 
opened many doors for her to share her faith. She continues to be humbled by the opportunities to share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with folks all around the world! 



Medical Transportation Ministry 

Do you need a ride to a doctor appointment? 

 Call Loretta Horne, 704-864-5527. 

Sunday Morning Greeters  
 

January 29 τ(8:30) Morris & Marsha Keeter (11:00) Joe & Lil 
Summerville 
February 5 τ(8:30) Harold & Betty Stowe (11:00) Ellis & Meg Fisher  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers  
 

January 29τ Betsy Smith 
February 5 τ Miriam & Gus Connor 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance  
            8:30    11:00       Total 
 January 15   227      316        543 
 January 22   204      279        483   

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Morning Ushers -11:00 Worship  
 

January τ James Bostick (head), David Jansen, Carroll Barger, Kennon 
Keiser 
FebruaryτKyle Hobson (head), Bill Kelly, Chip Ferguson, Gary Miller 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Menus for Wednesday Prayer Luncheon  
 

February 1 τ vegetable soup, sandwiches, salad, crackers, dessert 
February 8 τ baked chicken, brown rice, green peas, salad, rolls 
 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Helpers  
 

February 1 τ Jo & Ernie Summey, Suzanne Riley, Michelle Winn 
February 8 τ Barbara Sanford, Peggy Starr, Gayle Goodrich, Michelle 
Winn 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Menus for Wednesday Evening Supper  
 

February 1 τ spaghetti, salad, French bread, assorted desserts 
February 8 τ chicken tenders, French fries, coleslaw, baked beans, 
tossed salad, dessert 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ Ǫ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ -Ã0ÅÔÅÒÓȭ ÓÏÎ ÉÓ 
serving our country in Afghanistan. 
Please remember him in prayer. If you 
would like to show your support by 
sending a card or letter, send to: 

 

David McPeters 
HHC, - STB, - 4ID 

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah 
APO - AE - 09382 

Medical Transportation Ministry  
 

$Ï ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ Á ÒÉÄÅ ÔÏ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȩ #ÁÌÌ 
Loretta Horne at 704-864-5527. Loretta is the leader 
of the Medical Transportation Ministry.  

 
 
 

Meagan Balsomτ1/29 
Dawn Carrτ1/30 
Trip McGillτ1/30 

Eddie Spencerτ1/30 
McKenzie Barkleyτ1/31 
Arthur Spencerτ1/31 

Penelope Stroupeτ1/31 
Brittany Learτ2/1 
Laura Parkerτ2/1 
Ashley  Haleyτ2/2 
Barbara Plylerτ2/2 

Ethan Shellτ2/2 
Mary Willisτ2/2 
Cole Nicholsτ2/3 
Donna Tyreeτ2/3 
Anne Waltersτ2/3 
Claire Waltersτ2/3 

Alexander Waltersτ2/3 
Sandi Burnhamτ2/4 

Lane Crottsτ2/4 
Sherry Hussτ2/4 
Vicki Marshτ2/4 
Alex Wylieτ2/4 

Taylor Watkinsτ2/4 
Timothy McPetersτ2/5 

Craig Watsonτ2/5 
Nadia Andrewsτ2/6 

Tyler Longτ2/6 
Shirley Nolenτ2/6 
Heidi Postellτ2/7 
Peggy Starrτ2/8 

Ralph Fronebergerτ2/9 
Elizabeth Maneyτ 2/9 

Kelly Brownτ2/10 
Gaines Summeyτ2/10 
John Loughridgeτ2/11 
Caroline Bernetτ2/13 

Gail Evansτ2/13 
Matthew Fargherτ2/13 

Olivia Hedrickτ2/13 
Caroline Jacksonτ2/14 
Leigh Ann Kaylerτ2/14 

Jan Morkoskiτ2/14 
Carolyn Bomgaarsτ2/15 

Rollins Burrellτ2/15 
Jim Toddτ2/15 
Joe Westτ2/16 

Charles Houserτ2/17 
Sandy Climerτ2/18 
Russ McKayτ2/18 

Julia Lee Payneτ2/18 
Annie Anthonyτ2/19 

Jack Learτ2/19 
Anne McAllisterτ2/19 

Sharron McPetersτ2/19 
Kathryn Painterτ2/19 

Coleman Williamsτ2/19 
Alex Blevinsτ2/20 

Mary Lisa Sherrillτ2/20 
Mike Taylorτ2/20 
Alvin Cainτ2/21 
Che Hooksτ2/21 

Zack Stroupeτ2/21 
James Bostickτ2/22 
Connor Cherryτ2/22 
Cathy Fosterτ2/23 

Lauren Haubertτ2/23 
Jane Alice Toddτ2/23 

Ashley Fretzτ2/24 
Thorny Gutheryτ2/24 

Sharon Huffstetlerτ2/24 
Morris Keeterτ2/24 
Debra Starnesτ2/25 

Amanda Summeyτ2/25 
Will Henryτ2/27 
Jerry Millerτ2/27 

Matt Tippettτ2/27 
Emma Davisτ2/28 
Walter Payneτ2/28 

Mike Craigτ2/29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martha & Mark Ferguson 02/01/03   9 years 
Widdy & Bob Barnhill 02/09/51 61 years 
Barbara & Mark Hargrove 02/12/11   1 year 
Lisa & Steve Buchanan 02/14/87 25 years 
Pat & Dan McCurry 02/14/59 53 years 
Jo Ann & Bob Sytz 02/15/58 54 years 
Gloria & Don Wilson 02/18/62 50 years 
Claire & Brad Wilson 02/19/94 18 years 
Carolyn & Ray Jones 02/21/70 42 years 
Patsy & Joe Boyles 02/23/63 49 years 
Angie & Mike Surbeck 02/27/82 30 years 



Couples Retreat 
April 27-29, 2012  

at Holifield Retreat Center  
on Lake Hickory 

with  
Speaker Bill Richardson 

& 
Worship Leader Randy Mayfield 

Bill Richardson is Professor of 
Marriage and Family Therapy at 
Reformed Theological Seminary in 
Jackson, Mississippi.  He received his 
Ph.D. from the Department of 
Counseling and Psychological Services 
at Georgia State University. Bill brings 
more than 30 years of clinical 

experience both within the church and in private practice 
to his teaching at RTS. In addition to classroom work, his 
specialization in social skills training assists him as he 
serves as the Clinical Director of the Center for Marriage 
and Family Therapy at RTS, one of the highest volume 
Christian therapy centers in the southern United States. He 
is a clinical member and approved supervisor of the 
American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, as 
well as a practicing professional therapist.   He and his wife 
Judy have two sons. 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ CƛǊǎǘ !wt /ƻǳǇƭŜǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
without Randy and Sharon?! 
Randy Mayfield is an accomplished 
singer, songwriter who has traveled 
the nation and to more than 60 
countries of the world.  He has 
appeared on numerous television, 
radio and live performances and 

had performed the National anthem for several major 
sporting events including Monday Night Football and Major 
League Baseball. Randy has a B.S. and M.A. in 
Communications and is an ordained minister.  He is the 
Missions & Outreach pastor at the Central Presbyterian 
Church in St. Louis where he has served for 32 years.  He 
leads a number of short-term mission trips around the 
world each year. 
 
Cost $250/couple: 

This includes four meals, two nights lodging and tons 
of fun and refreshment. 

To Reserve your Spot (and spots are limited!): 
Send your deposit of $50 to the Church office and 
e-mail Tari Williamson (twilliamson@rts.edu) 
Final payment of $200 is due by April 15. 

 

Nuts and Bolts  
By Jean Stewart 

 

Don't worry so much about your  
station in life.  

There is always someone to 
tell you where to get off.  

 

Congratulations to Leigh Katherine Maney . 
Leigh graduated from UNC-Greensboro in 
December with a B.S. in Therapeutic 
Physiology. She has accepted a position with 
High Point Regional Hospital. We are so proud 
of you Leigh! 

 

We have added twelve new books to the 
library. If you like a mystery, you will love 
Lion of Babylon by Davis Bunn. Keith Hazard, 
retired deputy director of the CIA, calls it a 
phenomenal read....far more than simply a 
great thriller. Set in Iraq, the story gives you 
an understanding of life in the Mideast and 
the Iraqi people. It delves into the crucial 
issues and tells a story that grips you and 
refuses to let go. Great read and high 
recommended by Rebecca Maney! 

 

Recently we have had several instances 
occur around the church that we need to 
make you aware of. Folks have been coming 
onto the campus on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights to ask for money, motel 
rooms, showers, food, etc. Do not give them 
money!  This just creates another set of 
problems. Invite them to church, refer them to 
a deacon and tell them to come to the office 
on Monday morning. We will interview them, 
check out their story and either help them or 
refer them to another agency. For instance, if 
they need a shower As One Ministries can 
provide this service. If they want food, we can 
provide this.  We support CAM and work hand 
in hand with them. Our church is very 
sensitive to the poor and homeless. We work 
with each person who comes to our door, but 
we also want to be good stewards of our 
money. If you have any questions, please see 
Matt, Eddie or Jean. 

 

Scripture for memory:  ȰBut I will sing of 
your strength, in the morning I will sing of 
your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge 
in times of troubleȢȱ 0ÓÁÌÍ υωȡρφ 

mailto:twilliamson@rts.edu


 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

CONSIGNORS, VOLUNTEERS, AND SHOPPERS NEEDED!  
 

 We are pleased to announce our 1st semi-annual Consignment Sale for Covenant Community Preschool.  Items that will be 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÁÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÇÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÙÓȟ ÎÕÒÓÅÒÙ ÇÅÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ 
clothing.   The Spring/Summer Sale is planned for February 24-25, 2012. This fundraiser will help the school but is also a 
wonderful opportunity to clean out your closets, to get some awesome deals and for some great fellowship. Proceeds from 
the sale will not only benefit our preschool, but also the community surrounding it! 
  

There are perks to being a consignor and/or volunteer ... early shopping (shopping before the sale opens to the public). If 
you decide to consign, you will be able to shop one hour before the public. If you will also volunteer, you will be able to 
shop as follows: 

30 minutes early for every hour you volunteer 

volunteer 5 hours (MUST be during sale hours - Fri 6-9, Sat 8-12, split however you want) - shop at 10:00 am on 
Friday 

 

We would love to have you consign and/or volunteer in our spring sale.  We use a new website for our sale so all tags are 
barcoded.  You enter everything in on the computer, then print out your tags.  It's very easy to do.  If you are interested, 
please go to http://www.firstarpchurch.org/category/upcoming -events/  and click on New Consignor Registration.  After 
you register, you will find information about our consignment sale under the Consignor Information tab as well as 
FAQ's.  You can also go on here to register to volunteer.  If you have any problems, or questions, please feel free to contact 
Tammy Cherry at 704-747-0333 or email us at ccpconsign@gmail.com.  We look forward to working with you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Covenant Community Preschool (CCP) Consignment Sale Team  
 

Covenant Community Preschool, c/o First A.R.P. Church, 317 S. Chester Street, Gastonia, NC 28052 

                    Covenant Community Preschool  
     Blessing Our Communityé Building Godôs Kingdom 

 

CCP is open for registration for the 2012-2013 school year for first A.R.P. members and currently 
enrolled families. Registration will be open to the community beginning the first week of February. 
Call 704-864-5675 for information. CCP serves children ages 2, 3 and 4 years old in a half day, high 
quality, faith based program. 

 

The Resurrection Trail  
 

Crowds hailed Him, Pharisees mocked Him, disciples communed 
with Him and the faithful deserted Him. 
 

During Holy Week this year, April 2nd-6th, First A.R.P. Church will 
be presenting The Resurrection Trail, a reenactment of four 
biblical scenes as Jesus walked the Via Dolorosa (The Way of 
Sorrows). Trail participants will relive His Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem, as well as the Upper Room Scene, where we will 
celebrate communion. Culminating the Trail, we will hear and 
meditate on the most dramatic events in human history, 
Gethsemane and Golgotha. 
 

4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÉÌȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÄÒÁÍÁȟ ÄÉÁÌÏÇÕÅȟ ÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
glorious old story will come alive in new ways by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

More details on the actual presentation dates and reservation information will follow. 
 

If you have been a participant in the past or have an interest or questions regarding being part of this powerful drama, 
please call Nancy Peeler at the church, 704-864-3468 or call Jim Poag at 704-866-9762. 

http://www.firstarpchurch.org/category/upcoming-events/%C2%A0
tel:704-747-0333
http://ccpconsign@gmail.com
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Uncover the Word  
By: Lorelei Garrett 

 
If you were reading a 
history book, would you 
expect to understand how 
events unfolded by 
scanning a chapter here 
and there or just reading 
the last half of the book? If 
ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ 
biography, would you 
know what that person 

was like from a few select paragraphs? Yet that is how 
many people read the Bible. 
 
)ÔȭÓ ÎÏ ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÇÒÅÅ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅȢ /Î ÏÎÅ 
end of the spectrum is the angry, spiteful god who bullies 
defenseless human beings. On the other is the indulgent 
grandfather-type with the major memory loss. Our 
selective Bible reading also causes disagreement over 
ÈÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÌÉÖÅȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏÌÄȟ Ȱ)Ô ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÁÙÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȢȱ !ÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÉÎË 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÄÁÐÔ ÉÔÓ ȰÏÕÔÄÁÔÅÄȱ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÉÔ 
our culture. 
 
(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× (ÉÓ 
Word applies to our day by studying the whole Bible. 
Events in the early chapters of Genesis explain why we 
ÎÅÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ 3ÁÖÉÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ 
people reveals how He preserved mankind and prepared 
ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÉÁÈȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌȢ 4ÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ 
refers many times to events, teachings and people in the 
Old Testament, and quite a few cultural issues in the New 
Testament have their origins in the Old Testament. We 
ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ȰËÅÅÐ ÕÐȢȱ 
 
3ÏÍÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÊÏÂ ȰÔÏ ÄÉÇÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ 
regurgitate the spiritual gleanings found in scripture 
(LifeWay Research), but I know several benefits the lay 
person gains from knowing the Bible well. 
 
Knowledge & Spiritual Growth. A recent LifeWay 
Research study found that biblical literacy is the primary 
factor in promoting spiritual growth and maturity. In 
other words, the more we know about the Bible, the 
ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ×Å ËÎÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ 'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ 
God and how He has acted in the past builds trust in Him 
ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 
unemployment, illness, death, people problems, etc. The 
ÍÏÒÅ ×Å ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÅÐÅÒ 
our relationship with Him grows. 
 
Protection from deception. Biblical literacy helps us 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔÉÁÔÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÏÌÌÏ× ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÃÅÐÔÉÖÅ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙȱ (Col. 2:8). Some deception is 
delivered door-to-door. Maybe we see that coming. More 

ÏÆÔÅÎ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÅØÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÌÔÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
contradictions of Scripture that are woven into 
curriculum and other printed matter, TV programs, 
movies and so on. We tend to overlook these more subtle 
ÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÆ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÂÉÔȢ 
 
Preparation to answer. Being biblically literate 
ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
our faith (I Peter 3:15) or when we need to speak up to 
ÃÌÁÒÉÆÙ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÁÙÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÁÎ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ 
anywhere, any timeɂ on the school bus, at work, around 
the dinner table, while taking chemo, through letters to 
the editorɂto name a few opportunities. Obviously this 
ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔȢ 'ÏÄ ÃÁÎ ÕÓÅ ×ÈÁÔ 
×ÅȭÒÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÌÅÓÓ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÔ (ÉÍ ÙÅÔȢ 
 
4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ )ȭÖÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
previous issue of The Link resulted in a national 
ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÏÂÉÌÉÚÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ȰÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ×××ȢÕÎÃÏÖÅÒÔÈÅ×ÏÒÄȢÃÏÍȟ 
provides many resources for the Bible student. And First 
A.R.P. has daily Bible reading guides, devotion booklets 
and study aids available. The challenge to know the Bible 
better is on! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

Dear Church Family, 
I appreciate so much all the cards, 
food and other expressions of love 
shown to me during my back 
surgery. God has surely answered 
many prayers for my healing and I 
give Him all the praise! 
 

Russ and I really love our church 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÏ ÇÌÁÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ -ÁÙ 'ÏÄ ÂÌÅÓÓ 
each one of you with countless blessings. 
    

   Love in Christ, 
   Anne & Russ McAllister 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BLOOD DRIVE 1/24/2012  

One pint, two pints, three pints, four.......  

Five, Six, Seven pints, Eight pints, more. 

Thanks to our God, He is really GREAT! 

At the end of the drive, we had forty -eight.....pints.  
 

Our goal was 45 and I had 34 signed up as I walked 
into the Fellowship Hall.  The Red Cross crew was 
great--there was NO waiting!!  

People kept coming in. Thanks to all of our donors 
and refreshment table workers. God was in control 
and He made our Blood Drive a success. To God Be 
the Glory!!!       

   Vicki Marsh 



 

 

Jesus calls us;  

oôer the tumult of our lifeôs wild, restless sea.  

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth,  

saying, ñChristian, follow me.ò 

 

Jesus Calls Us; Oôer the Tumult 

Cecil F. Alexander  

We still need one  

assistant teacher  

for Joyful Noise,  

Wednesdays 7 -7:30.  

Please contact Heather  

if you can help  

hpotternc@juno.com  

(704) 408 -1685  

 

Dates to Remember  
  

February 1:   Adult Choir  trip to hear St. Olaf Choir  
 

February 5:   Junior Choir  sings in 8:30 service 
 

February 12:  Visit the Music Ministry table at the 
Ministry Fair  
 

February 26:  Youth Choir  sings in 11:00 service  

Play an instrument or join a choir in January 

Cherub Choir  

Junior Choir 

Youth Choir 

Adult Choir 

Celebration Ringers 
 

Interested? 

Contact Heather Potter 

hpotternc@juno.com 

(704) 408-1685  

Music Ministry Update  

Praise God in His Sanctuary  

Childrenõs Ministry Update 

Big Smile Sunday! 
February 12 

 

Bring $5.00 for our Smile Banks 
Visit our Childrenõs Ministry 

Booth! 
At the Ministry Fair, you can learn more about Project Haiti, 
receive a  smile sticker, pencil and enter a drawing for your 

own  smile pillow kit! 
 

Our goal???  

To collect $250.00 for our Haiti Mission Team! 
We will be purchasing òLife of Jesus in Picturesñin Cre-

oleñto distribute to Haitian children.  

 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School Teachers Meeting! 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 

9:40 a.m.ðFirst Floor Lobby!  

Volunteer Badge Pictures are being Taken!! 

Eagles Basketball Season is Well Underway!  
We have three First ARP Eagles Basketball Teams! 

5/6, 7/8 and 9/10 year olds are playing ball! 
Support our 5/6 year olds at First Baptist on Saturday mornings! 

Our 7/8 year olds play on Friday evenings at First Baptist! 
Our 9/10 year olds play on Friday evenings at First Methodist! 

 

 

Ahead on Wednesday Nights in Childrenôs Ministry!! 
 

We just completed three weeks of Missions Mania with our elementary children! 
Children contributed to Welcome Bags for Inter-Faith Hospitality, learned about Haiti and our 

sister church project with Source Baptiste Church, packed Scripture candy bags for  
C. A. M. and made Valentines for our homebound members! 

 
Coming up this spring! We will be back into catechism with our first-fourth graders and begin 
Communicants Class study with our fifth graders. Preschool and Kindergarten children will 

continue with their Bible, art, and music rotations.  

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ #ÈÉÌÄÃÁÒÅ 2ÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓȦ 
Please contact Leslie Farrar at lfarrar@firstarpchurch.org or call 

704-864-3468 if you and/or your friends and family members need 
childcare on Saturday, February 12 during our In-4Ï×Î 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Retreat. Childcare is provided for children ages 5 and under only. 

Please send a bag lunch. 
 

mailto:hpotternc@juno.com
mailto:hpotternc@juno.com


The Bonilla Family  

Missionaries to Guadalajara, Mexico  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
It was so great to have Juan Carlos, Ruth and little Esther Catherine Bonilla worship together with us on Sunday.  They shared 
a great video as to how God is building his church in Guadalajara, Mexico.  Approximately 30 adults and children are meeting 
ÉÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÁÒÌÏÓȭ ÈÏÍÅ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÁÔ ×ÏÒËȦȦ  2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÈÕÓ lives are being changed for the glory of God!! 

7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ "ÏÎÉÌÌÁȭÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÒÖÅÌÏÕÓ ×ÏÒË 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÄÏÉÎÇȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÒÁÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
a part of this new church plant by prayer support, short term mission trip, or financial giving.  All parts work together for the 
glory of our GOD! 

Continue to pray for the Bonilla family as they serve in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Anne Mc Allister ɀ Foreign Missions Team 

 

Juan Carlos, Ruth, and Esther Catherine Bonilla 
World Witness 
Church Planting in Guadalajara, Mexico 
 

Ministry Website - ARPs to Guadalajara: 
www.ARPstoG.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

HAITI MISSION PROJECT 
 

Plans are underway for the March Mission Trip to Haiti. The team is continuing to train and getting increasingly more excited 

as the time approaches. The purpose of the trip is to set up a Sister Relationship between our church and Source Baptiste 

Church in South Haiti.  

 

Our special project is to purchase Creole and French Bibles and Songbooks to distribute in the Source Baptiste community. 

The Bibles and Songbooks are owned by individuals rather than the church and most people can't afford them. We will also 

be purchasing emergency food boxes to distribute.  

 

We are asking members of our church to participate in our Sister Church Project by contributing 

as you feel led. $10 will buy a Bible or Songbook and $25 buys one food box that feeds a family of 

six one hot meal a day for a month. You can make a check out to First ARP for Haiti Mission 

Project and send it to the church office or put it in the offering plate. Any amount you give will be 

much appreciated.  

 

Please contact Annabelle or Bill Kelly if you have questions at 704-825-7339.  

  

 

  

  

 
 

http://web.me.com/guadalajara/Guadalajara_Website/Home.html


     The Fight  

 Bishop J. C. Ryle, in his classic book, Holiness, ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÏÎÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÉÇÈÔȢȱ (Å ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ! 
ÔÒÕÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÎÅÒ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÂÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÕÒÍÏÉÌȢȱ 7ÈÁÔ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ 2ÙÌÅ 
ÍÅÁÎ ÂÙ ȰÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÕÒÍÏÉÌȱȩ 

 The Apostle Paul artfully contrasts the sinful nature and the Spirit nature in the book of 
Galatians: teaching us about this inner turmoil. Ȱ3Ï ) ÓÁÙȟ ÌÉÖÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÁÔÉÆÙ 

the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȣȱ (Gal. 5:16-ρχɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÉÇÈÔȱȢ 

4ÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ Á ÆÉÇÈÔ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ*ÏÅÌ /ÓÔÅÅÎÓȱ ɉÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ Á ȰÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȱɊ ÏÆ 
the world forget to tell Christians. They would maintain that when we become a Christian, life becomes easier. After all, we 
ÁÒÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÆÒÅÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÉÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÎÄÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,Á× ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ Á ÌÉÆe 
that is truly life. And yet the Bible teaches that on this side of heaven, life also becomes harder. In Christ we are given a new 
ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔÅÄȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÉÎÄ×ÅÌÌÓ ÕÓȟ ÙÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÎÁÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ 
present. The two remain in constant conflict with each other. 

 And the fight is not just between our old and new natures, but with the evil one and his forces of darkness. Ȱ&ÏÒ ÏÕÒ 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÅÖÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÌÙ ÒÅÁÌÍÓȱ (Eph. 6:12).  

Consider the biblical metaphors employed to describe the Christian life. Ȱ&ÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈȣȱ (1 Tim. 
6:12). Ȱ"ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ) ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÙÅÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ "ÕÔ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ) ÄÏȡ &ÏÒÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÈÅÁÄȱȣ (Phil 3:13). Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÌÏÕÄ ÏÆ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓÅÓȟ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
ÕÓȱ (Heb. 12:1). 

)Æ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȰÆÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÇÈÔȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÒÕÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÃÅȱȟ ×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÔÒÁÉÎ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÌÙȢ Ȱȣ 4ÒÁÉÎ 
yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȢȱ (1 Tim. 4:7, 8) The training commences when we declare war on anything that keeps us 
ÆÒÏÍ ÓÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÓÕÃÈ Á ȰÆÉÇÈÔȱȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ 
reading the Scriptures and praying for 30 minutes a day for a week. Rest assured; you will attract the attention of the 
enemy. 

In WWII, when nations who initially declared themselves neutral, aligned themselves with the allied forces, they 
were immediately attacked. So it is in our commitment to spiritual growth. When we declare a commitment to seek after 
God, we will be attacked.  The Christian life is a spiritual fight. 

Sometimes the spiritual fight is clearly overt and easily identified. Sometimes the fight is much more subtle and less 
ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÁÂÌÅȢ &ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ"ÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÌÁ×ȱ (Gal. 5:18). So, what does this mean? 

As we fight with our sinful nature, are we going to live with the spiritual freedom that comes from the gospel or 
under the bondage of the law? Are we going to define our Christian lives by our performance; what we do, or by the gospel; 
what Christ has done for us? This is the fight that many of us wage. Many of us are trying to live the Christian life, but are 
ÂÁÆÆÌÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÊÏÙȟ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÃÅȣ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȩ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȢ 

If you study the litany of the acts of the sinful nature, many of us may feel pretty righteous. Such sins as 
ȰÄÅÂÁÕÃÈÅÒÙȱȟ Ȱ×ÉÔÃÈÃÒÁÆÔȱȟ ȰÄÒÕÎËÅÎÎÅÓÓȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÏÒÇÉÅÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÂÁÔÔÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓȢ "ÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ȰÓÅÌÆÉÓÈ ÁÍÂÉÔÉÏÎȱȩ ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȰÅÎÖÙȱȩ 7ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȰÊÅÁÌÏÕÓÙȱȩ  

Where do these sins originate? What is the root cause of these sins? Why do we drive ourselves so hard towards 
personal achievements (selfish ambition), often neglecting things of eternal value and relationships on earth with those love 
ÕÓ ÍÏÓÔȩ )Î ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 2ÏÃËÙ ÆÉÌÍȟ ×ÈÅÎ 2ÏÃËÙ "ÁÌÂÏÁ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÉÇÈÔ !ÐÏÌÌÏ #ÒÅÅÄȟ ÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ)Æ ) ÃÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ go 
ρυ ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÍÐ ) ×ÉÌÌ ËÎÏ× ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ Á ÂÕÍȢȱ ,ÉËÅ 2ÏÃËÙȟ ×Å ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÑÕÉÒÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ȰÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙȢȱ 

Selfish ambition is the result of living under the law of performance. We do not trust the gospel that declares that 
we are already somebody - 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ 

#ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÎÓ ÉÎ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÌÉÔÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÁÃÔÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÊÅÁÌÏÕÓÙȟ ÅÎÖÙȟ ÆÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÒÄȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
the origin of those sins? We resent because we think that others are superior to us. Such negative emotions and the poison 
they inject into our relationships are the result of performance-based thinking. We feel inferior because we think we do not 
measure up or we feel that others are superior to us.  

We are indeed guilty of not measuring up to the Judge of the universe. Yet in Christ, the Judge has declared us 
ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÓÉÇÈÔȢ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÊÏÙ ÐÅÁÃÅȣ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ of 
what God has done for us in Christ. Is our identity rooted in what Christ has achieved for us or how we may be able to 
perform well enough for us to feel significant?  

This winter, Matt and I are teaching on The Fruit of the Holy Spirit. This is the good life, ȰÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÌÉÆÅȱȟ a life 
ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÊÏÙȣ  )Ô ÉÓ Á ÌÉÆÅ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÌÉÖÉÎÇȢ "ÕÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÆÉÇÈÔȢ 



 

 

 
  WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO HAVE 

A COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS STORE? 
 
 On December 15, 2011, First A.R.P. held their third 

Community Christmas Store. Twenty-five families, which included 82 

children, were served by this ministry. 

 Many, many thanks to all who helped to make this event a 

reality!! As a body has many different parts which work together, so 

were our members at First A.R.P. used in many different ways to 

accomplish our goal. We had excellent shoppers who used their time 

to get the items and sizes that were needed. On December 12th, the 

rooms which would be used were cleared and then set up. Several 

excellent workers helped to set up the three rooms. One room was the game and toy room, one was for girls and 

boys aged newborn through 5 years of age. The largest room had 4 different departments with clothing for children 

6 years old and up. Some volunteers were sent out for last minute items. Food boxes were prepared so that each 

family had enough food for a Christmas meal, and various other items, including candy for the kids. On the night of 

the store, volunteers were in the kitchen to give a food box to each family, volunteers were in the fellowship hall to 

help with the Birthday Party for Jesus which was attended by the children whose parents were upstairs shopping 

for them. Volunteers manned the registration table, escorted the parents up to the third floor in the elevator, 

helped the parents to shop and tied up the bag for each child. Several volunteers helped the parents carry the bags 

to their cars. Without your angel tree contributions and volunteer efforts, the store could not have been a success. 

Thank you all and to God be the glory for the things that He has 

done!!!      Vicki C. Marsh 
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Birthday Luncheon for  

Pastor Eddie!  
 

The PrimeTimers are hosting a birthday luncheon 
for Pastor Eddie on Thursday, January 30, at noon 
in the fellowship hall. He will be formally inducted 
into the PrimeTimers.  The cost of the box lunch is 
$7.00. Tickets will not be sold at the door.  
Purchase tickets through Thursday, January 
26th  from Nancy Peeler in the church office.  

 

Ministry Fair  

Sunday, February 12  
 

On Sunday morning, February 12 you will have an 
opportunity to learn about many of our in-reach and 

outreach ministries at First A.R.P. 

Last Ministry FairτNovember 4, 2007 

 

Please pick up 
your offering 

envelopes 
which are 

located just 
outside Tammy 
.ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 

door. 


