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       Ministry Fair ɂ Sunday, February 12  
            9:30-10am; 10:30 -11am; 12-12:30pm  
 

Sunday morning, February 12, First A.R.P. Church will host a Lay Ministry Fair.  
The Fellowship Hall will be filled with interesting exhibits, communicating the 
work of some of our volunteer ministries and inviting people to participate in 
our diverse in-reach and outreach opportunities. Following each service and 
Sunday School, you will be able to consider how you may more fully 
participate in what God is doing through First A.R.P. Church.  It is my hope that 
the day will not only inform you about many of our ministries, but challenge 
our entire congregation to active service. 

 The work of the ministry is not for paid professionals. Leaders are called ȰȢȢȢÔÏ ÅÑÕÉÐ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ 
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȣȱ (Eph. 4:12). The call of leadership is to equip. The call of laity is to serve. All Christians, young and old, are 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ  "ÅÌÏ× ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÙ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ 
 First, the New Testament commissions us.   7Å ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÇÒÁÃÅ ȰÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒËÍÁÎÓÈÉÐȟ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to doȱ ɉ%ÐÈȢ ςȡρπɊȢ 
 Secondly, our spiritual growth is connected to our commitment to be engaged in ministry.  James and John 
×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ  Ȱ,ÅÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÓÉÔ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÆÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÌÏÒÙȱ (Mk. 10:37).  
Jesus taught them, ȰȢȢȢ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÕÓÔ 
ÂÅ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȱ (Mk. 10:43-44).  We grow in Christ through exercising the primary spiritual disciplines of Bible intake and 
prayer.  We also grow in Christ by using our spiritual gifts and natural abilities to serve.  Remember, Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÅ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅȢȱ  
 Thirdly, efficacy in ministry is realized when each Christian has a conviction to minister.   Ȱ7ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ 
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then Jesus 
ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ (ÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ ÉÓ ÐÌÅÎÔÉÆÕÌ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÅ×ȭȱ (Matt. 9:36-37).  Then Jesus utters a prayer request, 
the only such prayer request uttered. Ȱ!ÓË ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÏÕÔ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ 
ÆÉÅÌÄȱ (Matt. 9:38). 
 &ÏÕÒÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÍÅÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÌÁÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ  In Acts 
6, the work of ministry was keeping the apostles from their primary work of teaching.  They selected laymen, the first 
deacons, to meet the needs of the congregation.  It is my conviction that spiritually gifted lay people can meet the needs 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȟ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÃÏÎÓȢ  3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ #ÈÉÎÁ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÌÏÄÉÎÇ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÂÁÒÅÆÏÏÔ 
ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȱ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÍÅÅÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ωπϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
ÂÅ ÍÅÔ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ȰÂÁÒÅÆÏÏÔ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȢȱ )Ô ÉÓ ÍÙ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÏÆ 
ÍÅÒÃÙȟ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÉÎÇȟ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙȣ ÃÁÎ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ωπϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 
 Fifth, the church is not functioning up to its God -given potential unless Christians are using their spiritual 
gifts.   The metaphor God uses in His Word for the functioning church is the body (I Cor. 12).  Christ is the Head and we 
are His Body.  Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ Á ÕÎÉÔȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÐ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÔÓȠ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÌ ÉÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÎÙȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÎÅ ÂÏÄÙȢ  
3Ï ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ (I Cor. 12:12).   Each part of the body depends on the other parts of the body.  So it is with the church.  
Ȱ.Ï× ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÉÓ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔȱ (I Cor. 12:27). 
  /Î 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ×Å ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ ,ÁÙ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ &ÁÉÒȢ ) ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ &ÉÒÓÔ !Ȣ2Ȣ0Ȣ  -ÏÔÈÅÒ 4ÅÒÅÓÁ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7Å ÁÌÌ ÌÏÎÇ ÆÏÒ (ÅÁÖÅÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
power to experience Heaven right now ɀ to be happy with Him right now.  But being happy in His presence is loving as 
He loves, helping as He helps, giving as He gives, serving as He serves, rescuing as He rescues and being with Him all the 
ςτ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ Á ÄÁÙȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÔÏÕÃÈ (ÉÍ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÔÏÕÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ       -Eddie Spencer  



Medical Transportation Ministry 

Do you need a ride to a doctor appointment? 

 Call Loretta Horne, 704-864-5527. 

Sunday Morning Greeters  
 

February 12 τ(8:30) Harold & Betty Stowe (11:00) Ellis & Meg Fisher 
February 19 τ(8:30) Harold & Betty Stowe (11:00) Bill & Annabelle 
Kelly  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers  
 

February 12 τ Peggy Starr 
February 19 τ Mary Ruth Pursley 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance  
            8:30    11:00       Total 
 January 29   174      469        643 
 February 5   237      414        651   

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Morning Ushers -11:00 Worship  
 

FebruaryτKyle Hobson (head), Bill Kelly, Chip Ferguson, Gary Miller 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Menus for Wednesday Prayer Luncheon  
 

February 15 τ country style steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
salad, dessert, biscuit 
February 22 τ chicken salad, potato salad, broccoli salad, Jello salad, 
rolls 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday Prayer Luncheon Helpers  
 

February 15 τ Gene & Anne Hanna, Miriam Connor, Michelle Winn 
February 22 τ Gloria Rhyne, Sarah Wallace, Ellen Snider, Michelle 
Winn, Dee Cain 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Menus for Wednesday Evening Supper  
 

February 15 τ baked ham, scalloped potatoes, peas, carrots, roll, 
dessert 
February 22 τ fried chicken, potato salad, green beans, corn, roll, 
dessert 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Remember in Prayer  
 

4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ Ǫ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ -Ã0ÅÔÅÒÓȭ ÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 
our country in Afghanistan. Please 
remember him in prayer. If you would like 
to show your support by sending a card or 
letter, send to: 

 

David McPeters 
HHC, - STB, - 4ID 

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah 
APO - AE - 09382 

 

Medical Transportation Ministry  
 

 

$Ï ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ Á ÒÉÄÅ ÔÏ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȩ #ÁÌÌ 
Loretta Horne at 704-864-5527. Loretta is the leader of 
the Medical Transportation Ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Martha & Mark Ferguson 02/01/03   9 years 
Widdy & Bob Barnhill 02/09/51 61 years 
Barbara & Mark Hargrove 02/12/11   1 year 
Lisa & Steve Buchanan 02/14/87 25 years 
Pat & Dan McCurry 02/14/59 53 years 
Jo Ann & Bob Sytz 02/15/58 54 years 
Gloria & Don Wilson 02/18/62 50 years 
Claire & Brad Wilson 02/19/94 18 years 
Carolyn & Ray Jones 02/21/70 42 years 
Patsy & Joe Boyles 02/23/63 49 years 
Angie & Mike Surbeck 02/27/82 30 years 

Brittany Learτ2/1 
Laura Parkerτ2/1 
Ashley  Haleyτ2/2 
Barbara Plylerτ2/2 

Ethan Shellτ2/2 
Mary Willisτ2/2 
Cole Nicholsτ2/3 
Donna Tyreeτ2/3 
Anne Waltersτ2/3 
Claire Waltersτ2/3 

Alexander Waltersτ2/3 
Sandi Burnhamτ2/4 

Lane Crottsτ2/4 
Sherry Hussτ2/4 
Vicki Marshτ2/4 
Alex Wylieτ2/4 

Taylor Watkinsτ2/4 
Timothy McPetersτ2/5 

Craig Watsonτ2/5 
Nadia Andrewsτ2/6 

Tyler Longτ2/6 
Shirley Nolenτ2/6 
Heidi Postellτ2/7 
Peggy Starrτ2/8 

Ralph Fronebergerτ2/9 
Elizabeth Maneyτ 2/9 

Kelly Brownτ2/10 
Gaines Summeyτ2/10 
John Loughridgeτ2/11 
Caroline Bernetτ2/13 

Gail Evansτ2/13 
Matthew Fargherτ2/13 

Olivia Hedrickτ2/13 
Caroline Jacksonτ2/14 
Leigh Ann Kaylerτ2/14 

Jan Morkoskiτ2/14 
Carolyn Bomgaarsτ2/15 

Rollins Burrellτ2/15 
Jim Toddτ2/15 
Joe Westτ2/16 

Charles Houserτ2/17 
Sandy Climerτ2/18 
Russ McKayτ2/18 

Julia Lee Payneτ2/18 
Annie Anthonyτ2/19 

Jack Learτ2/19 
Anne McAllisterτ2/19 

Sharron McPetersτ2/19 
Kathryn Painterτ2/19 

Coleman Williamsτ2/19 
Alex Blevinsτ2/20 

Mary Lisa Sherrillτ2/20 
Mike Taylorτ2/20 
Alvin Cainτ2/21 
Che Hooksτ2/21 

Zack Stroupeτ2/21 
James Bostickτ2/22 
Connor Cherryτ2/22 
Cathy Fosterτ2/23 

Lauren Haubertτ2/23 
Jane Alice Toddτ2/23 

Ashley Fretzτ2/24 
Thorny Gutheryτ2/24 

Sharon Huffstetlerτ2/24 
Morris Keeterτ2/24 
Debra Starnesτ2/25 

Amanda Summeyτ2/25 
Will Henryτ2/27 
Jerry Millerτ2/27 

Matt Tippettτ2/27 
Emma Davisτ2/28 
Walter Payneτ2/28 

Mike Craigτ2/29 



Nuts and Bolts  
By Jean Stewart 

 
Ȱ.ÏÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ËÎÏ× 

themselves, accept themselves and their 
abilities and give themselves to the Lord to 
ÓÅÒÖÅ (ÉÍ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÓÅÅÓ ÆÉÔȢȱ  7ÁÒÒÅÎ 7ÉÅÒÓÂÅ 

 

Congratulations to Molly Brown!!!  She earned 
a place on the Dean's List at Appalachian State 
University for the Fall Semester 2011. Her Fall 
GPA was 3.81. We are so proud of you. 

Carson Carr won his class spelling bee! Great 
going fellow. Today (Tuesday) he is headed for 
his school, Hawks Nest Intermediate School, 
spelling bee! Good luck, Carson. We are pulling 
for you. 

Have any of you, like me, 
wondered about the new 
logo our church has 
adopted? It means firmly 
rooted. These design 
concepts use tree root-
inspired imagery to carry 
across feelings of stability, 
strength and foundations. 
They also suggest solid 
teaching, interweaving connections and 
relationships with church members as well as 
those outside the church family.  The colors 
used are two shades of blue. 

We are now live streaming our 8:30 and 11:00 
Sunday Services!  If for some reason you 
cannot attend church services go to 
www.firstarpchurch.org, click on Worship and 
then click Live Worship.  Immediately up pops 
the service! This has been great for some of our 
homebound, sick and those who live out of 
town. No excuse not to be at a church service! 

Be sure and attend the Ministry Fair this 
Sunday. There will be three times you can come 
into the Fellowship Hall and see the many 
ministries this church supports. If you are 
inspired to join one, sign-up sheets will be 
available. I will be looking for you.  Kudos to 
Nancy Peeler, who has worked very hard to 
make this a success. Thank you, Nancy! 

Scripture for memory: Ȱ&ÉÎÄ ÒÅÓÔȟ / ÍÙ ÓÏÕÌȟ ÉÎ 
God alone; my hope comes from him.  He alone is 
my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I 
will not be shaken. My salvation and my honor 
ÄÅÐÅÎÄ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȠ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÍÉÇÈÔÙ ÒÏÃËȟ ÍÙ ÒÅÆÕÇÅȢȱ 
Psalm 62:5-7 

 

Couples Retreat Weekend  

April 27 -29, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luxury Accommodations  

Scenic Hickory Lake  

Four delicious meals  

Therapeutic and Soul -warming Speaker  

Outrageous Song Leader 

Friday Evening Mixer Games  

Saturday Night Extravaganza  

Relaxing ~ Refreshing ~ Rewarding  

All for $250 per couple!  

Sign up Immediately  

Send your $50 deposit to Tammy Baker  

E-Mail Tari Williamson to get registered  

twilliamson@rts.edu  

Donõt miss out! 

http://www.firstarpchurch.org/
mailto:twilliamson@rts.edu


 

 

 
  %ÄÄÉÅȭÓ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ )ÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÍÅ 4ÉÍÅÒÓ 

 

 The Prime Timers celebrated the 50th birthday of Pastor Eddie on January 31, 2012 with boxed lunches from 
-Ã!ÌÉÓÔÅÒȭÓȢ 
 Thanks to Linda Maynor, who decorated the tables with colorful balloons and to Walter Payne, who created a large 
birthday banner.  Following the lunch, Sarah Wallace read a poem she had written in honor of Eddie, while Jean Stewart, 
Whitelaw Carson and John Connor poked fun at him with their roasting.  Next, Mary Alice Holland formally inducted 
Eddie into the Prime Timers by presenting him with a certificate, and Johnny Holland unveiled a picture of Eddie.  
Following the program, everyone enjoyed the delicious birthday cake made by Kay Gillespie.  Jim Poag videotaped the 
ÐÁÒÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÓÏÏÎȢ  %ÄÄÉÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ× Á 0ÒÉÍÅ 4ÉÍÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎ ÙÅÔȢ 



  
    

 

 

 

Jesus calls us in,  

Sends us out bearing fruit  

In a world of doubt.  

Gives us love to tell,  

Bread to share,  

God, Immanuel,  

Everywhere.  

 

ñLet Us Talents and 

Tongues Employò 

Fred Kaan  

 

 

There is still time  

To help with  

Joyful Noise,  

Wednesdays  

7:00 -7:30.  

Contact Heather to  

Volunteer!  

 

hpotternc@juno.com  

(704) 408 -1685  

 

Youth Choir Sings Soon  
 

We will be sharing in  

worship on February 26  

during the 11:00 service.  

Be sure to attend rehearsals  

this month to be ready to sing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you interested in singing 
special Easter music? 

 

Talk to Kenney or Heather or 
more information.  

Music Ministry Update  

Praise God in His Sanctuary  



 

M I S S I O N  M AT T E R SM I S S I O N  M AT T E R S  
  

 We can:  GO,  SEND (Faith Promise),  SERVE  and  PRAY.   
 

 During 2012, members will have the opportunity to go on a mission trip to Haiti in March, or to Honduras in April, or to 
Dearborn, Michigan in the Summer.  We all have the responsibility to SEND and PRAY even though we may not GO nor 
SERVE!!!! 
 

 Our Missions Conference will be February 12 -19, 2012.  Eddie will preach on Home Missions February 12, and 
Robert Brock will speak about the persecuted church and the work of Voice of the Martyrs on February 19th.  We also have 
a special service planned for 6 p.m. that night to pray for the persecuted church led by our young adults.  
  

 Historically our church has been a supporter of missions, mostly sending money and prayer support.  However, in 1952 
First A.R.P. provided support for the then Director of Christian Education, Ethelda Hanna to go to the mission field 
in Pakistan where she served for more than 30 years.  Since that time a number of First A.R.P. members have gone into home 
and foreign mission work.   
  

 Each of us will have an opportunity on February 26 to make a Faith Promise pledge in support of our extensive missions 
program.  Faith Promise is a covenant between an individual and God to give over and above his regular church pledge what 
the giver believes the Lord will provide for the cause of missions.  During this past year, members have contributed over 
$200,000 to 46 missionaries and mission agencies both at home and abroad. 
  

 There are three Mission Committees on which one can serveɂHome Missions, Foreign Missions and Mission Trust.  The 
trust accounts are invested with the Gaston Community Foundation. Only the interest from these account can be used to 
support missions.  If anyone is interested in serving on one of these committees, please speak with Eddie.   
 

 #ÉÒÃÌÅÓȟ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓȢ  In an effort to connect with 
missionaries, one may designate a missionary on the Faith Promise card.  Please begin praying for our Missions Conference 
and your individual Faith Promise commitment. 
 

      Gene Hanna for the Foreign Missions Committee & Mission Trust  
 
 

 

Haiti Mission Project  
 

 

 Plans are underway for the March Mission Trip to Haiti. The team is continuing to train and getting increasingly more 
excited as the time approaches. The purpose of the trip is to set up a Sister Relationship between our church and Source 
Baptiste Church in South Haiti.  
 

 Our special project is to purchase Creole and French Bibles and Songbooks to distribute in the Source Baptiste 
community. The Bibles and Songbooks are owned by individuals rather than the church and most people can't afford them. 
We will also be purchasing emergency food boxes to distribute.  
 

 We are asking members of our church to participate in our Sister Church Project by 
contributing as you feel led. $10 will buy a Bible or Songbook and $25 buys one food box that 
feeds a family of six one hot meal a day for a month. You can make a check out to First ARP for 
Haiti Mission Project and send it to the church office or put it in the offering plate. Any amount 
you give will be much appreciated.  
  

 Please contact Annabelle or Bill Kelly if you have questions at 704-825-7339.  
 
 

         Dearborn 2012 Mission Trips  
 

 

 For the 4th straight year, the church and the ARP denomination will have a mission trip to Dearborn, 
MI. Actually, there will be 2 different trips this summer ɀ the weeks of June 11-16 and July 9-14.  
 

  With over 30,000 Muslims located in this city adjacent to Detroit, there are ample opportunities in 
Dearborn for Christians to carry out the Great Commission by sharing the love and Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
If you are interested in joining us this year or in learning more about ministry opportunities in Dearborn, 
contact Chuck Duncan at 704-860-7302 or Mike Foster at 704-460-5324. 

 

Missions Conference  - February 12 -26 
 

Feb 12 Home Missions/Ministry Fair ɂ 9:30-10am; 10:30-11am; 12-12:30pm 
 

Feb 19 Robert Brock ɂ The Persecuted Church (Voice of the Martyrs) - 8:30, 11:00 & Combined Adult Sunday School 
 6:00 pm ɂ Special service, "Prayer for the Persecuted" - led by Andrew Spencer and Kenzie Farmer 
 

Feb 26 Faith Promise Dedication Sunday 



 

Our Supreme Treasure 
By Matt Kuiken 

 

ȰFor where your treasure is, there your heart will be alsoȢȱ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÁÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÓ 

ever.  We all have a treasure.  We all have something that our heart gravitates to and cherishes above all else.  

Our treasure drives us and provides us with meaning from day to day.  The problem is that the sinful human 

heart tends to seek its own treasure.  Even for the Christian who has been given a new heart, the old pattern of 

ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÂÒÅÁËȢ  7Å ÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔÌÙ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 

rather than the Creator who made us.  

 

3Ï *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÈÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ Á ÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÅ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓȢ  )Î -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ρσȡττ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 

kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 

went and sold all he had and bought that fieldȢȱ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÅ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅȢ  

"ÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 

today until forever.  And when we recognize just how valuable this kingdom of heaven is, it re-orients everything 

about our lives.  

 

It re-orients our joy.  When the man in the parable finds this buried treasure, he cannot contain his excitement.  

It is the best day of his life!  He has found a prize that immediately transforms his life!  He will do anything to 

obtain it!    Such is life in the kingdom of God.  It is so beautiful and valuable to know Jesus and belong to him that 

it becomes our ultimate joy.  Sure there are lots of things that give us moments of joy in life, but in Jesus all of 

these joys find their fulfillment in place.  Jesus brings joy that will never pass away.  This does not mean a 

Christian walks around with a cheesy fake smile plastered on their face all the time.  It does mean that at the root 

and base of all of our days is a light, hope and contentment that we have found a treasure that we can live off of 

for all eternity. 

 

The treasure also re-ÏÒÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÕÒ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȢ  4Ï ÂÏÒÒÏ× Á ÐÈÒÁÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ $ÉÅÔÒÉÃÈ "ÏÅÎÈÏÆÆÅÒȟ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÓ 

ÃÏÓÔÌÙ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÍÅÈÏ× ×Å ÅÁÒÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒ ÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ  )Ô ÄÏÅÓ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÂÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÉÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×Å ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× *ÅÓÕÓȢ  7Å 

give up old sinful patterns of living.  We give up our rights to rule our own lives.  But did you notice what the man 

ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅ ÄÉÄȩ  (Å ÇÌÁÄÌÙ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÏÂÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅȢ  (Å ÌÏÓÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ 

were near and dear to his heart, maybe even an important part of who he was.  But finding this treasure has 

changed all that.  He has found something better and gladly exchanges what he was for what he will be.  When 

we complain about the sacrifices that we make for the Christian life, we silently testify to the world around us 

that Jesus is not worth it.  But when we joyfully submit our lives to Jesus and sacrifice sinful habits and values for 

the sake of his kingdom, we testify to what true treasure is. 

 

Finally, the treasure of the kingdom of God re-orients our view of confidence.  For most of us, our default mode is 

self-ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅȢ  7Å ÔÈÉÎË ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÓ ÏÎ ÕÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅ ÐÕÔÓ ÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

treasure.  He had nothing left except the treasure and banks on the fact that this treasure will provide for all his 

needs.  In telling this story Jesus claims that the kingdom of God is worth all of our confidence.  It is not just a 

kingdom that pays dividends when we die.  It is worth it today.  And if we will join this kingdom through faith in 

Jesus Christ, then we can be confident that every need we have spiritually, emotionally, relationally and 

physically will somehow be provided for.  We can be confident of that.   

 

So what is your treasure in life?  What does your heart delight in above all?  All treasures apart from the kingdom 

of heaven will ultimately disappoint.  But the treasure of the kingdom of heaven will transform.  



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

CONSIGNORS, VOLUNTEERS, AND SHOPPERS NEEDED!  
 

 We are pleased to announce our 1st semi-annual Consignment Sale for Covenant Community Preschool.  Items that will be 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÁÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÇÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÙÓȟ ÎÕÒÓÅÒÙ ÇÅÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ 
clothing.   The Spring/Summer Sale is February 24-25, 2012. This fundraiser will help the school but is also a wonderful 
opportunity to clean out your closets, to get some awesome deals and for some great fellowship. Proceeds from the sale 
will not only benefit our preschool, but also the community surrounding it! 
  

There are perks to being a consignor and/or volunteer ... early shopping (shopping before the sale opens to the public). If 
you decide to consign, you will be able to shop one hour before the public. If you will also volunteer, you will be able to 
shop as follows: 

30 minutes early for every hour you volunteer 

volunteer 5 hours (MUST be during sale hours - Fri 6-9, Sat 8-12, split however you want) - shop at 10:00 am on 
Friday 

 

We would love to have you consign and/or volunteer in our spring sale.  We use a new website for our sale so all tags are 
barcoded.  You enter everything in on the computer, then print out your tags.  It's very easy to do.  If you are interested, 
please go to http://www.firstarpchurch.org/category/upcoming -events/  and click on New Consignor Registration.  After 
you register, you will find information about our consignment sale under the Consignor Information tab as well as 
FAQ's.  You can also go on here to register to volunteer.  If you have any problems, or questions, please feel free to contact 
Tammy Cherry at 704-747-0333 or email us at ccpconsign@gmail.com.  We look forward to working with you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Covenant Community Preschool (CCP) Consignment Sale Team  
 

Covenant Community Preschool, c/o First A.R.P. Church, 317 S. Chester Street, Gastonia, NC 28052 

                    Covenant Community Preschool  
     Blessing Our Communityé Building Godôs Kingdom 

 

CCP is open for registration for the 2012-2013 school year for first A.R.P. members and currently 
enrolled families. Call 704-864-5675 for information. CCP serves children ages 2, 3 and 4 years old in 
a half day, high quality, faith based program. 

 

The Resurrection Trail  
 

Crowds hailed Him, Pharisees mocked Him, disciples communed 
with Him and the faithful deserted Him. 
 

During Holy Week this year, April 2nd-6th, First A.R.P. Church will 
be presenting The Resurrection Trail, a reenactment of four 
biblical scenes as Jesus walked the Via Dolorosa (The Way of 
Sorrows). Trail participants will relive His Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem, as well as the Upper Room Scene, where we will 
celebrate communion. Culminating the Trail, we will hear and 
meditate on the most dramatic events in human history, 
Gethsemane and Golgotha. 
 

4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÉÌȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÄÒÁÍÁȟ ÄÉÁÌÏÇÕÅȟ ÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
glorious old story will come alive in new ways by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

More details on the actual presentation dates and reservation information will follow. 
 

If you have been a participant in the past or have an interest or questions regarding being part of this powerful drama, 
please call Nancy Peeler at the church, 704-864-3468 or call Jim Poag at 704-866-9762. 

http://www.firstarpchurch.org/category/upcoming-events/%C2%A0
tel:704-747-0333
http://ccpconsign@gmail.com


Childrenõs Ministry Update 

Big Smile Sunday 
February 12 

Bring $5.00 for our Smile 

Banks! 

  

  

  

  

  
All proceeds will be used to purchase 

$1.00 copies of òThe Life of Christ in 

Picturesó for our Haiti Mission Team!  

Our goal??? $250.00! 

Teachers Needed this Spring! 
Our four year old and kindergarten SS classes need spring quarter 
rotation teams. What wonderful  way to invest yourself in the 
lives of children at First A. R. P. !We also need an 8:30 a.m. 
worship care team for our two and three year olds. There are 
always lots of opportunities to serve! 
  

Contact Rebecca Maney at 704-864-3468 or 
rmaney@firstarpchurch.org. 

  

Parents of our Fifth Graders ɂwill have a brief meeting on Wednesday, 
February 22 at 7:30 p.m.ɂChurch Libraryɂto hear more about our 
spring Communicants Class.  

Quarterly Birthday Party!  
West Gastonia B&G Club  
Friday, February 24  4 -5 p.m.  

  

We are re -instating our cele-
bration of birthdays  at 
West Gastonia every three 
months! If you would like to 
be a òbirthday volunteeró, 
please contact Rebecca 
Maney. 

Did You Know? - that our childrenõs ministry sent 

several dozen Valentines to a project that HIS Radio 

sponsored for children who reside in childrenõs 

homes? 

For Young Readers: 7Å ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÕÐÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȢ ) 
think that you would be very surprised if you realized how many wonderful Christian books and 
literary classics are housed in this room on the second floor of our church.  Many continual thanks to 
Jan Hubers, our librarian, for cataloging all our new books and keeping our library so attractive! 
  
Check out these two new titles: Heaven is for Real for Kids  ɉÁÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÂÙ #ÏÌÔÏÎ "ÕÒÐÏɊ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÁÄÕÌÔ 
ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÓÔÓÅÌÌÅÒȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ËÉÄ-friendly volume is 
rich with illustration, written  with simple vocabulary and just as exhilarating to read as 
the original.   
  
0ÅÔÕÎÉÁ 0ÅÐÐÅÒȭÓ Picture Day written by Cathy Breisacher is a fun read with a 
wonderful teaching point; everyday ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ȰÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÄÁÙȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÏÒÅÄ 
by your Creator! Like so many children, Petunia Pepper dreaded picture day at her 
school.  On her way to school that very day, her humorous adventures finally proved to 
Petunia that she could be satisfied with herself exactly as she was. 

Childrenõs Ministry Teamñwill  meet on Sunday, 

February 26 from 5:00 -6:30 p.m. at the home of 

Leslie Farrar. Please put the date on your calendars!  

Parents! Check out the February issue of the PARENT LINK 

newsletter to find out more about the latest movies, music and 

video games. Copies are online at www.firstarpchurch.org.  



Dear Church Family,                    12-17-11 
Thank you so much for your prayers, 
cards, calls and visits during my 
ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ 7Å ÁÌÓÏ 
appreciate the delicious lunch that was 
provided for our family before the 

service. Your thoughtfulness, love and care was a great 
comfort during this difficult time.   
  Love, 
  Mary Rose Campbell & Family  
 
"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters...Listen, 
listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will 
delight in the richest of fare" (Isaiah 55:1-2). This was my 
prayer for 180 Weekend. I prayed that students would 
COME to the "fountain of life" (Psalm 36:9) that never 
runs dry and drink the Living Water. Praise the Lord for 
He opened eyes that were blind and spoke into darkened 
hearts over 180! Praise the Lord for you, my church 
family, who so graciously gave your homes, time, energy, 
and so much more to make this weekend significant. A 
special thank you to the host home families: the 
Mitchells, the Spencers, the Carters, the Dixons, and the 
Dyksterhouses. There were twelve enthusiastic college 
leaders, who were the aroma of Christ throughout the 
weekend. Thank you to the drivers (Beth Wingate, Tom 
Brown, Mike Wolfe, Dean Dixon, Kevin Cherry and Lynn 
Hamm), those who prepared and served food, and those 
who helped with Friday registration. You continually 
bless my soul and I rejoice that we are partners in the 
Gospel together! I pray that we as a church family would 
pursue our faithful Lord together, that we would LISTEN 
with eager expectation and would DELIGHT in the rich 
joy of being a child of Christ. Four students surrendered 
their hearts to Christ from our group this weekend! May 
we boast in the cross (Galatians 6:14) and consider 
everything else a loss compared to knowing our 
beautiful Savior, Jesus (Philippians 3:7-10). I love you 
and I pray that in His light we will see light (Psalm 36:9).  

   +Because He Lives, 
   Courtney McKeown  
 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your prayers, calls, food and visits during 
my recent back surgery.  Johnny and I feel truly blessed 
by being a part of this caring congregation. Please 
continue to pray for me during the time of recovery. 
   Mary Alice Holland  
 
Dear Church Family,                  2-4-12 
Your very expression of concern for us has been such a 
×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔȢ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÆÅÌÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÓÈÏ×ÅÒÅÄ 
over us by your cards, calls and your promises to pray. 
Please continue to pray for our son, Charlie, his family 
and for us as we travel this journey of fighting cancer 
together. May God richly bless you as you serve Him by 
ministering to us in His Name. 
   Love in Christ  
   Ernie & Jo Summey 

Wednesdays in Lentɂ2012  
 

Theme: Marks of Discipleship 
Time:     Meals served at noon; worship begins 
   at 12:30 
Cost:   Lunch is $5 
Offering Recipient:   As One Ministries 

 
February 22  

Jack Weisenhorn at St. Marks Episcopal 
Ȱ0ÒÁÙÅÒ ÁÎÄ &ÁÓÔÉÎÇȱ 

 
February 29  

Greg McIntyre at First Presbyterian 
 

March 7 
Ray Ammons at First A.R.P.  

 
March 14  

Matt Kuiken at Holy Trinity 
Ȱ/ÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅȱ 

 
March 21  

Brack East at St. Michaels 
Ȱ2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȱ 

 
March 28  

Lauren Vanecort at First Methodist 
 

April 4  
Sally Lankford 

 
This is a tentative schedule and subject to change.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Furniture & Household Items Needed  
 

As One Ministries is in the process of housing 7 families 
and/or individuals. They are in need of the items listed 
below. If you would like to donate one or more of the 
items listed, please contact Angela Dreher at 
adreher@aomofgastonia.org. 
 

Any size beds and mattresses 
Sheets of all sizes 

Towels and Washcloths 
TVs, Converter Boxes, Antennas and TV Stands 

Sofas 
Dinette Sets 

Tables 
Chairs 

Coffee Tables and End Tables 
Dishes, Silverware, Pots and Pans 

Microwaves 
Coffee Pots 

Can Openers 
Dressers or Chests 
Mops and Brooms 
Shower Curtains 

Trash Cans 




