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Reorienting in Confusing Times 
By Rev. Dr. Jeff Morrison 

 
ñThus says the LORD: óStand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, 

where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.ôò  
ï Jeremiah 6:16 (ESV) 

 
  

 As I was recently reading the news I found myself feeling rather out of sorts. What was wrong? Saying it 
as simply as I can, I just felt like everything around me had changed, while I had remained pretty much the same 
person, at least in terms of what I believe. To be completely honest it made me very uncomfortable. Almost 
immediately I remembered Dorothyôs statement to her little dog in the Wizard of Oz, ñToto, I donôt think weôre in 
Kansas anymore.ò 
 I spent a better part of the day ruminating on Dorothyôs words and thinking about where we go from here. 
As I ran those thoughts through the filter of Scripture it took me back to a time in the history of Godôs people 
when they were regularly hearing the words and the sermons of our elder brother Jeremiah, a priest from 
Anathoth. He had the unenviable job of telling the residents of Jerusalem that God was not happy with them and, 
as a result, there was the threat of impending doom in the form of an invading army destroying the capital city and 
the nation as a whole. 
 What could upset God so much that he would issue a warning like this? To sum it up succinctly, we can 
say that the people had stopped taking God and his expectations seriously. Thatôs certainly a sobering realization, 
but itôs one that we can understand, because itôs true of each one of us! We are all vulnerable to the temptation of 
getting caught up in the flow of the world around us and not giving God his proper place in our lives. Itôs in the 
midst of those circumstances that Jeremiahôs words answer a most important question: What do I do, what do WE 
do, when it becomes clear that things are not the way they ought to be in our lives? How do we respond when it 
becomes evident that what we value has crept farther and farther away from what God values? 
 Jeremiah makes it clear that this is the time to return to the TRUTH. His eternal words call us to stop 
along the path that weôre on and seek for what he calls ñthe ancient paths.ò Is he telling us to look back to the 
ñgood old daysò, the days of our youth when we knew the culture and the world made more sense to us? No, heôs 
saying something much more fundamental than that. Jeremiah is calling us to seek out the most ancient path, the 
thoughts and the ways of the Ancient of Days. More than just seek them out, he insists that we walk in that path, 
that we live our lives consistently with the Word of God. 
 Too often when we think about returning to the ñold waysò we have a tendency to feel that we need to 
return to the idealized experiences of our childhood. But thatôs a fatal mistake if we fall prey to it. As much as we 
may love the familiarity of the past, we have to realize that God wasnôt always honored in those days either. God 
asks for more of us and, frankly, he is worthy of much more than that. What God wants is for us to desire his 
presence and his glory so much we are willing to change, to set aside the comfort of our familiarity with the world 
culture and to embrace the culture of heaven. As unnerving as that may be (especially when it sets us at odds with 
the culture of the world around us), the Lord tells us that if we can dare to take that step of faith thereôs something 
wonderful waiting for us: rest for our souls. 
 Brothers and sisters, that is my prayer for each of you and for myself as well. Letôs challenge, encourage 
and support one another in seeking the ancient ways. Letôs not settle for less than what God desires just because 
itôs familiar to us. Letôs aim for walking together in his way and enjoy that blessed rest for our souls! 
 
       With much love in Christ, 
 
       Pastor Jeff 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Financial Update 
(General Operating Fund)     

     As of 8/31/18 
                 Revenues     $ 952,333.58 
                 Expenses       904,991.35 
                 Net Surplus (deficit)       $   47,342.23 

Sunday Worship Attendance 
  

         8:30     11:00    Total  
September 2       177    194        371 
September 9       264       230        494 
September 16      180       159        339 
September 23      243       213        456              

 

Pastorsô Prayer Partners 
 

Pastorsô Prayer Partners will not meet in October 2018. 

 

Sunday Morning Ushers for October 
 
 

  8:30: Vincent Cherry, Danny Wilson, Richard Pearson, Jim 
Lovell 

10:55:  Zach Stroupe 

Sunday Morning Greeters 
 
 

October (8:30): Walter & Julia Lee Payne 
October 7 & 14 (10:55): Linda Blue & Audrey Thornton 
October 21 & 28 (10:55): Patsy & Joe Boyles 

Blythe Sipeð10/1 
Carol Austinð10/2 
Ruby Bryantð10/2 
Sadie Forbesð10/2 
Billy Marinoð10/2 
Parker Rileyð10/2 
Gayle Cunninghamð10/3 
Polly Grahamð10/3 
Sam Kellyð10/3 
Jamee Webbð10/3 
Joe Boylesð10/4 
Mike Danielsð10/4 
Jasmine Perezð10/4 
Nancy Sabolð10/4 
Elisabeth Caryð10/5 
Marilyn Crispð10/6 
Joey Grayð10/6 
Becky McKayð10/6 
Meredith Parksð10/6 
Hannah Mieleð10/8 
Vicki Caldwellð10/9 
Ian Cherryð10/9 
Samuel Ratchfordð10/9 
Luke Hayesð10/10 
Brice Maneyð10/10 
Anita Dinoð10/12 
Bill Gillespieð10/12 
Bill Hayesð10/12 
Katie Morrowð10/12 
Tracy Thomasonð10/12 
Seth Harwellð10/13 
Tete Pearsonð10/13 
Charles Fergusonð10/14 
Norma Jean Huffstetlerð
10/14 

C. J. Longð10/14 
Julie Clarkð10/15 
Steve Heavenerð10/15 
Cade Weatherlyð10/15 
John Davidsonð10/16 
Carlton Dixonð10/16 
Sydney Pearsonð10/16 
Sarah Wallaceð10/16 
Graham Haneyð10/17 
Jessica Romanð10/17 
Barbie Harwellð10/19 
Bonnie Jansenð10/19 
Pat Johnsonð10/19 
Carlton Rouseð10/19 
Harrison Shifletð10/19 
David Fitzbergerð10/20 
Mark Hammð10/20 
Katherine McCollumð
10/20 
Bruce Trefzð10/20 
Blair Whartonð10/20 
Patsy Boylesð10/21 
Elisabeth Israelð10/21 
Beth Wysorð10/21 
Angie Bloomfieldð10/22 
Karen Mooreð10/22 
Hunter Heavenerð10/23 
Rita McCurryð10/23 
Meredith McHenryð10/23 
Blair Steppð10/23 
Angela Weatherlyð10/23 
Bob Beckettð10/25 
Ann Cainð10/25 
Madeline Jarrattð10/25 
Ray Jonesð10/25 
Ben Morrowð10/25 
Micah Bomgaarsð10/26 
Jeff Fawcettð10/26 
Syl Potterð10/27 
Phil Ellerð10/28 
Jim Crispð 10/30 

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers 
 

October 7:    Gayle Cunningham 
October 14:   Sue Ellington  
October 21:  Joyce and Gary Miller 
October 28:  Betsy Smith 

 
 
 

 
 

David & Melissa Rowe 10/1/05 13 years 

Bill & Leslie Moss 10/2/99 19 years 

Justin & Carey Bumgardner 10/3/09   9 years 

Caleb & Sara Farrar 10/3/15   3 years 

Phil & Jane Painter 10/4/86 32 years 

Mike & Dana Haley 10/6/84 34 years 

Bill & Kim Hayes 10/9/99 19 years 

Charles & Sandy Merrell 10/12/12   6 years 

Ruth & Peter Bernet 10/20/84 34 years 

Pat & Jenny Morrow 10/21/66 52 years 

Mike & Sandra Watson 10/21/06 12 years 

Josh & Sarah Valentine 10/22/16   2 years 

Randy & Pamela Mumford 10/23/04 14 years 

Martin & Tammy Pearson 10/23/82 36 years 

George & Cheryl Belk 10/24/87 31 years 

Ashley & Matt Westmoreland 10/28/17   1 year 

Nancy & Danny Peeler 10/30/64 54 years 

 

Faith Promise (Missions) Budget Update 
    

Thank you for your faithful pledges and contributions to the 
Faith Promise (Missions) Budget. This budget runs from 
April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019. 
  

As of August 31, 2018 
YTD Budget $102,291.67 
YTD Received   117,712.81 

 
 

Rec˛ʁˏˠʦ Aʠ Tɯʍ Crosˡroadʟ 
 

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.ò Those words of Jesus are 

especially precious to those who fight a hard battle 

with addiction. Do you (or someone you know) long 

to trade your heavy burden for the light one Jesus has 

for you? Then consider joining Recovery at the 

Crossroads as we look to Godôs Word for the keys to 

living the life Christ has for us!  The first meeting will 

be on Tuesday, October 2 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in 

Classroom 201. 



 

 

 

Church Directory Changes 
 

Andrew & Olivia Spencer - new home address:  3919 McDonald Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63116. 
 

Cristian and Hilda Toro - add new baby boy - Noah, born August 28, 2018. 
 

Bill & Carol Hayes - no longer have a landline. Billôs cell is 704-842-0135. Carolôs cell is 704-718-1189. Billôs email address is 
currently unlisted - change to listed (williamhayes@carolina.rr.com). 
 

Hunter Heavener was married on July 27, 2018 to Emma Stadick. They are living at 424 Maymont Drive, Cramerton, NC 28032. 
Emmaôs cell is 980-833-2783. Her email address is estadick@uncc.edu.   Hunterôs cell is 704-676-1658. 
 

Robert (Bob) & Susan Fanter- joined our church on 9/9/2018. Their address is 1823 Lookout Lane, Gastonia, NC 28054. They 
both use the same cell number, 704-472-7089.  Bobôs date of birth is 11/28. Susanôs date of birth is 5/7. Susanôs email is 
sfanter@carolina.rr.com.  
 

Joshua (Josh) Peck and Elizabeth (Beth) Peck, children of Bill and Deb Peck - Joined  our church on Sunday, 9/9/2018. Joshôs 
birthday is 2/20/1998, his cell number is 980-263-7286 and his email address is jdpeck@icloud.com. Bethôs birthday is 3/6/1998, 
her cell is 704-449-6510 and her email address is bethpeck98@icloud.com .  Both are college students. 
 

Mrs. Joanna Bazen - joined our church on Sunday, 9/9/2018. Her address is 607 Mauney Road, Stanley, NC 28164. Her cell 
number is 217-737-8149, birthdate is 3/31, and her email address is joannabazen@aol.com. 
 

Allen & Becky Waters - no longer have a landline. Allenôs cell is 704-491-2465. Beckyôs cell is 980-329-0681. 
 

Stella Gray (child of Joseph and Alyson) - change her birthday to 12/5/2012.   
 

Jim Lovell - business email address has changed to jimlovellsells@gmail.com. 
 

Caleb & Sara Farrar - Add baby boy, Andrew Graham born 9/15/2018. 
 

Harrison & Beverly Shiflet - joined the church on 9/9/2018. Their address is 9022 Meredith Leigh Lane, Cherryville, NC 28021. 
Harrisonôs cell is 828-289-8456 and birthday is 10/19. Beverlyôs cell is 336-953-2053 and her birthday is 3/30. Home email is 
hss108@live.com. 
 

Jill Hendrix - add cell number as preferred number: 704-718-3095 

mailto:williamhayes@carolina.rr.com
mailto:estadick@uncc.edu
mailto:sfanter@carolina.rr.com
mailto:jdpeck@icloud.com
mailto:bethpeck98@icloud.com
mailto:joannabazen@aol.com
mailto:%20%20jimlovellsells@gmail.com
mailto:hss108@live.com


 

 



 

 


