The Worship of God
Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019 - 8:30 AM Service
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens wide her
doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Come, let us
worship God.

Reflection

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” - John the
Baptist
“The Christian community is a community of the cross, for it has been brought
into being by the cross, and the focus of its worship is the Lamb once slain,
now glorified.” - John Stott
“The Lion conquers by suffering as a slain lamb.” - G.K. Beale

Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Zechariah 9:9, Psalm 118:26
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
Invocation
Songs of Praise

King of My Heart
Hosanna

McMillan, McMillan
Ligertwood

Confession of Sin
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later
rejected you,
we confess that our wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem's,
that our faith is often more show than substance,
that our hearts are in need of cleansing.
Have mercy on us, Son of David, Savior of our lives.
Help us to lay at your feet all that we have and all that we are,
trusting you to forgive what is sinful, to heal what is broken,
to welcome our praises, and to receive us as your own. Amen.
[In these quiet moments, we admit to God our sins and doubts, and ask Him
by His Holy Spirit to cleanse us, forgive us, redirect our lives, and grant us
renewed faith.]

Assurance of Pardon
Psalm 118:4-5
Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Out of my distress I called on the LORD;
The LORD answered me and set me free.

Acts 28:17-31

Communicant Members Joining
Offering Song

Before the Throne of God Above

Bancroft, Cook

Please pass and sign the welcome pads during this time.

Scripture Reading

Revelation 5:1-8

Sermon

The Lion and the Lamb

Rev. Matt Kuiken

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Song of Response

There is A Fountain

Cowper

Benediction
__________________________________________________________
If you have a physical or spiritual need, or a concern for the upcoming
week, there are elders available to pray with you immediately following
the service. The prayer room is located behind the piano area.
Worship care ministries for infants-four year olds are located on the first
floor of the education building during the 8:30 and 10:55 services. All
members and visitors are required to pick up a parent pager when
arriving. Students that are kindergarten age and older remain in the
worship service.
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in
memory of Norman F. McGill, Jr., by his son, Trip McGill and his son
and daughter-in-law, Chip and Laura McGill. April 16, 2019 would have
been Norman McGill’s 90th birthday.
We extend love and sympathy to Eve Schaap, Kimberly Knowles and
family on the passing of their father, Joe Lamont Knowles on April 12,
2019.

The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family
meal of Christians. We invite all followers of Jesus Christ to partake of
this sacrament: those who have believed the good news, repented of their
sins, and are professing members in good standing in a Christian Church.
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal,
we encourage you to spend time in prayer. We hope that this time is
helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with
his people, the Church. If you have any questions about partaking of this
meal, please speak to one of our elders. Covenant children are asked to
refrain from partaking until they have been received into communicant
membership by the elders.
(Each communion bread tray has individually wrapped Gluten-free
communion wafers.)

First ARP Construction Update
Week Ending 4/14/19
First ARP Building Update - Now we’re moving! This week, the brick
retaining wall outside the Welcome Center was completed, and the air
conditioning unit is now operable. On the Ministry Center, progress was
made on the outdoor patio, electrical wiring, plumbing, and shingles were
completed on the north side of the building. Believe it or not, we are
entering the homestretch of our construction project, beginning to
draw on our construction loan, and seeing the project take shape in a
wonderful way. Thank you for your prayers and support and please
continue as the Lord leads!

Prayer Needs
Prayer Requests:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Names
Sarah Ellen Carson
Loretta Horne
Brice Huffstetler
David & Leighann Kayler
Knowles & Schaap Family
Ann Lovell
Trip McGill
Ben Morrow
Source Baptiste

Prayer Concerns
MRI and ultrasound went well
Health concerns
Health concerns
Medical and other needs
Passing of Joe on 4/12
Carpal tunnel surgery 4/8 - doing well
Eye surgery 5/2
Health concerns
Our sister church

_____________________________________________________________________
Prayer of Belief:
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed,
but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment and offering forgiveness. I turn from my
sins and receive you as Savior. Amen.
(If you are saying this prayer for the first time today, please share with a church
officer up front, or let one of the pastors know.)











Officer Recommendations Due Next Sunday - The officer Nomination
Committee and the Session are asking for your recommendations for eligible
men to be considered for the offices of Elder and Deacon. You should have
received a letter in the mail asking for your assistance. We strongly encourage
your participation in this process. Additional forms are available in the
narthex or you may contact Wanda Henderson in the church office
(whenderson@firstarpchurch.org) for an emailed copy. The deadline for
submitting your recommendations is next Sunday, April 21, 2019. Thank you!

SESSION
Matt Kuiken, Moderator
2019
Rick Craig
Mark Forbes
Mike Foster
David Jennings
Ben Morrow

2020
Micah Bomgaars
Ellis Fisher
Gene Martin
Truscott McLear
Gary Miller

Lenten Lunch and Worship - Holy Trinity Lutheran will be the location on
Wednesday, April 17. Lunch will begin at 12:00 noon ($6 per person) and
Lauren Vanacore from First Presbyterian will begin speaking at 12:30.
Holy Week 2019 Services
Maundy Thursday: a casual evening of worship and communion for the
entire family, led by the praise team.
Good Friday: a formal service of worship focused on Christ’s last words
from the cross, led by the choir.
Sunrise Service: Easter Sunday morning at 6:30am in the Courtyard.
Easter Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 11am with fellowship and refreshments
between services.
Please invite a friend. Childcare reservations are available for children
ages four and younger during Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
services. Email Rebecca Maney (rmaney@firstarpchurch.org) by
Wednesday, April 17.
Make an Online Reservation if your family plans to attend our annual
Church Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 21, 4-6pm at the home of Harold and
Betty Stowe (1361 Union New Hope Rd, Gastonia, 28056). Enjoy age graded
egg hunts, seasonal arts and crafts, bounce houses, corn hole, face painting,
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream (self-pay, cash preferred), and lots of outdoor fun!
Bring fishing poles, baskets, chairs or blankets. Invite your family and friends.
www.firstarpchurch.org
Volunteer Work Week at Bonclarken Conference Center - April 22-26,
2019 - Here is an opportunity to serve at Bonclarken this month. If you have
any special skills such as construction, building, etc., you are especially
needed. Volunteers are housed and fed free of charge in exchange for their
labor. If you have any questions, contact Michael Dill at Bonclarken, 828-692
-2223. For registration forms and a list of job descriptions visit
www.bonclarken.org/arp-events/#vww.
Welcome to our church community. To receive our newsletter and other
mailings, please print clearly and place in the offering plate.
Name: __________________________

I would like more information about:
Learning about Christianity

Email: __________________________

Becoming a Church Member

Spouse: _________________________

Sunday School Community
Journey Groups

Spouse’s Email:___________________

Serving on Sunday Mornings

Children: ________________________

Please add me to the following lists:

Mailing Address:__________________
________________________________

Weekly Email Blast
Monthly Newsletter
Children’s Ministry Newsletter

________________________________

Youth Ministry Newsletter

Preferred Phone: __________________

Women’s Ministries Opportunities

Jeff Morrison, Vice Moderator
2021
John Connor
Ken Henry
Morris Keeter
David W. Smith, III
Joe Summerville

Rick Craig, Clerk
2022
Fred Caldwell
Vincent Cherry
Andy Dyksterhouse
Walter Payne
Bob Rouse

ELDERS EMERITUS
Bob Barnhill
Tom Campbell
Maurice Canaday
Charles Ferguson
Brice Huffstetler

Tete Pearson
Bob Sytz
Joe West
Oscar Whitescarver

DIACONATE
2019
Russell Cox
Craig Curtis
Todd Friday
Eric Riley
Brad Wilson
Danny Wilson

2020
Matt Adams
Tom Balsom
Gene Barber
Robert Heussy
Frank Hinson
Chris McKay

2021
Brian Cerilli
Mike Harwell
Shawn Hubers
David Jansen
Billy Marino
Rob Parker
Greg Starnes

TRUSTEES
2019
Bob Sytz

2020
Bob Barnhill

2021
Wade Huss

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

FIRST ARP WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

Bill Kelly….……………………Chairman
Rick Craig………………………Secretary
Jerry Best……………………….Treasurer
Alice Auten……………….Asst. Treasurer

Gayle Goodrich………...……………President
Jenny Morrow..…………………Past President
Bonnie Jansen…………....Recording Secretary
Alice Auten………………..………...Treasurer

MINISTERS
The members of this church family who in serving their Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, extend
Deep Roots into God’s Word and Wide Reach into God’s World.

STAFF
Matt Kuiken…………………………………….Senior Pastor….……………….mkuiken@firstarpchurch.org
Jeff Morrison…………….………….Associate Pastor of Adult Ministry…..…..jmorrison@firstarpchurch.org
Josh Hjemvick….……………….. Associate Pastor of Youth and Families…....jhjemvick@firstarpchurch.org
Tammy Baker………………………………. Financial Secretary………………….tbaker@firstarpchurch.org
Phil Biedenbender………………………...Chancel Choir Director………………………..pbiedy@gmail.com
Conner Daniels…………………………..Youth Ministry Assistant……………..danielsconnerm@gmail.com
Betsy Forbes……………….…………Director of Women’s Ministries….…….....bforbes@firstarpchurch.org
Wanda Henderson…………………………… Church Secretary …..….…… whenderson@firstarpchurch.org
Wade Huss………………………………….Facilities Coordinator………………...whuss@firstarpchurch.org
Rebecca Maney……………………….Director of Children’s Ministry……..…....rmaney@firstarpchurch.org
Trip McGill…………………………...Director of Music and Organist………………..tripmcgill@gmail.com
Courtney McKeown…………Director of Neighborhood and Sports Ministry...cmckeown@firstarpchurch.org
Jon Oliphant…………………………………...Pastoral Intern………………......joliphant@firstarpchurch.org
Nancy Peeler……………………………….Ministry Coordinator………………...npeeler@firstarpchurch.org
Wes Phillips (980-522-8671)……………...Christway Counseling…………...wesleyscottphillips@gmail.com
Micheal Watson…………………………..Maintenance Supervisor……….....micheal_watson66@yahoo.com
Tari Williamson……………Director of Christian Education and Discipleship………tarimarie.w@gmail.com

