
 

  The Worship of God 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 19, 2023 

8:30 AM 
 

Reflection 
 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. - Matthew 11:12 

 

 Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul.  - J. Wilbur Chapman 
 

 Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. - Colossians 2:2-3 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering Music  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty            arr. Dan Forrest 
  Erskine College Choraleers                
  

Choral Call to Worship   Shall We Gather at the River      arr. David Lantz, III 
    Erskine College Choraleers 
 
Songs of Praise  Ancient of Days    Robinson, Thompson, Farren, Reeves                                    
   Christ Is Mine Forevermore    Robinson, Thompson 
 

Prayer of Adoration (Concluded by the Lordôs Prayer) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  

 Our Father, we are sinful, and you are holy.  We recognize that we have heard in your 
law difficult words, knowing how often we have offended you in thought, word, and 
deed, not only by obvious violations, but by failing to conform to its perfect commands, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  Apart from Christ, there is 
nothing in us that gives us reason for hope; for where we thought we were well, we are 
sick in soul.  Where we thought we were holy, we are in truth unholy and ungrateful. 
Our hearts are filled with the love of the world; our minds are dark and are assailed by 
doubts; our wills are too often given to selfishness and our bodies to laziness and 
unrighteousness.  By sinning against our neighbors, we have also sinned against you, in 
whose image they were created.  In this time of silent confession, we bring you our 
particular sins.  
[In these quiet moments, we admit to God our sins and doubts, and ask Him by His Holy Spirit to 
cleanse us, forgive us, redirect our lives, and grant us renewed faith.] 

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who 
struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and want 
fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens 
wide her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Come, let us worship God. 



 

  
Assurance of Pardon Romans 8:1 
 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
  

Song of Thanksgiving Abide                Keyes, Williams, Wilson 
 

Offertory Is He Worthy      arr. Dan Forrest 
 Erskine College Choraleers 
 Please pass and sign the welcome pads during this time.    
 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 11:7-19 
 

Sermon  ñReady or Notò                         Rev. Matt Kuiken 
 

Anthem of Response  It Is Well with My Soul                arr. Eric Nelson 
  Erskine College Choraleers 
 

Benediction 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a physical or spiritual need or a concern for the upcoming week, there are 
elders available to pray with you immediately following the service. The prayer room is 
located behind the Praise Team. 

We welcome the Erskine College Choraleers and their director, Keith Timms to lead in 
worship today. Erskine College is the only college of the ARP Church and it is located in 
Due West, South Carolina.  Thank you for helping to lead us in worship today through your 
music. 

The sanctuary flowers are given today to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Jo L. 
Johnson by Robert and Jan Adams and Taylor and Elizabeth Adams. 

We extend love and sympathy to Rita McCurry, Terry McCurry, and family at the passing of 
Angie McCurry on March 17, 2023. 



 

  
 

ñReady or Notò 

Rev. Matt Kuiken 

 
Matthew 11:7-19 
 

 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: ñWhat did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out 

to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' 

houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, 

ñóBehold, I send my messenger before your face, 

    who will prepare your way before you.ô 
11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than 

John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 

violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied 

until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear. 
16 ñBut to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 
17 ñóWe played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.ô 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, óHe has a demon.ô 19 The Son 

of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, óLook at him! A glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!ô Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.ò 



 

   

ñReady or Notò 

Rev. Matt Kuiken 

Matthew 11:7-19 
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The name Christway Counseling is 
reflective of our belief in the ultimate 
healer, Jesus Christ. Our goal is to walk 
alongside those who are experiencing 
the pain of living in a fallen world, 
looking to the Word of God which 
applies to all of life. 
 

414 W. 3rd Ave., Gastonia, NC 28052 
980-522-8671 

christwaycounseling@gmail.com 
www.christwaycounselingcenter.com 

Wednesday Night Ministries  
 

Join us for dinner at 5:30pm! 
 

Dinner Menu for 3-22-23 
Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, 
dessert, tea/coffee/water 
($5 per person | $15 per family) 

 
 

Adult, Middle School & Childrenôs 
Programming - 6:30-7:30pm 

 

See Adult Electives Opportunities 
listed below. 

 

Wednesday Night Opportunities - 6:30-7:30pm 
 

¶ The Life of Jeremiah - led by Pastor Matt (Chapel) - Join us as we study The Life of Jeremiah. 
 

¶ New City Institute - led by Dale Gunter (201) - A study of Christian doctrine and history in partnership with 
Ligonier Ministries. 

 

¶ The Doves - led by Courtney McKeown (313)  - A community of women studying the Word and enjoying life 
together. 

 

¶ Mama Bear Apologetics - led by Sabrina Kuiken (Small Dining Room) - A study and discussion equipping 
moms to disciple their kids in a secular world. 

 

¶ What is the Will of God? - led by Aaron Radford (317) - A Bible Study on discerning the will of God for our 
lives.  Itôs not as confusing as you think. 

 

¶ Chancel Choir - led by Phil Biedenbender (Choir Room) - Regular Wednesday Night Rehearsal  
 

¶ Genesis - led by Pastor Brian (Assembly Room at Covenant Village) - meets from 1:30-2:30pm  
 



 

  

Pledge Card Update 
 

So far, we have received 107 Faith Promise cards with 
$216,785 pledged for our 2023-2024 Faith Promise 
(Missions) Budget. We thank God and praise him for 
all who have pledged and who so faithfully support our 
Faith Promise (Missions) Budget.  If you want to turn 
in a Faith Promise card, there are some in the pew racks 
and in the narthex as well.  Thank you. 

 

Financial Update 

General Operating Fund 
 

 MTD 3/15/23 YTD thru 3/15/23 
Revenues                $79,678.84     $388,131.96 
Expenses                 $69,202.16    $344,622.76 
Net surplus (deficit) $10,476.68    $  43,509.20 

 
 

 

 
 

Covenant Village Bus Drivers 
 

March - Billy Israel - 704-713-9669 

Sunday Morning Greeters & Ushers 
 

 

8:30 Greeters - March: Brad & Claire Wilson 
 
 

8:30 Ushers - March: Tim Morrow (head usher), 
Adam Forbes, Cristian Toro, Will Henry 
 

11:00 Greeters & Ushers - March: Tom Balsom, 
Josh White, Jack Lear, David Jennings 

2023 Menõs Mission Trip 
 

All men 18 and older, please think about being a part 
of the mission trip to Huntersfield Christian Training 
Center on July 15-22, 2023. Contact Glenn Tyree for 
more information.  gtyree5@icloud.com 

Zumba Fitness Class 
 

Come join us for a fun fitness dance class suitable for 
ALL fitness and dance abilities! Wear comfy clothes 
and shoes and bring your water (and your smile!). The 
cost is $5 at the door. We meet in the Fellowship Hall 
on Tuesdays, 6-7pm.  

Youth Ministry 
 

¶ High School Youth Group will NOT meet 
tonight (Sunday, March 19) due to HS Youth 
returning from retreat. 

 

¶ Middle School Youth Group will meet 
Wednesday night, March 22, from 6-7:30pm 
in the MAC and Youth Space 

 

¶ Youth Summer Trips, 2023 
 

Quest (Middle School) and Horizon 
(High School) are around the 
corner! These week-long ARP 
Summer Youth Conferences held at 
Bonclarken, are packed full of godly 
preaching and worship, fun activities, 
and great community for our youth 
groups! The cost this year will be 
$200/student. To reserve your spot, 
click the correct link below to make a 
$50 deposit today! Donôt hesitate to 
reach out with any questions! 
Registration is open through May 1. 

 

Quest - June 12-17, 2023 
Quest Registration 
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/7471e40a-b8a7-489c-aa34-
901432a4c9dd 
  

Horizon - June 19-24, 2023 
Horizon Registration 
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/d08ebd19-0cd8-47ab-b320-
dd0e48aa788c 

 
High School Mission Trip - July 2-
7, 2023 
This summer our High School 
students will be going to Memphis, 

TN for a week of service and discipleship with an 
organization called SOS (Service Over Self). 
Registration is limited to 10 high school students 
(completed grades 9-12) on a first come first serve 
basis. The cost is $360. Our scholarship fund and 
a fund-raiser will reduce the total cost of the trip 
significantly. Click the link below to make a $50 
deposit today. Donôt hesitate to reach out with any 
questions. Registration is open through May 1. 
 
 

High School Mission Trip Registration 
SOS Summer Camp Registration 
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/5a6879a9-b1cf-46ff-a868-
31eff3a5ddf9 

mailto:gtyree5@icloud.com
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7471e40a-b8a7-489c-aa34-901432a4c9dd
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7471e40a-b8a7-489c-aa34-901432a4c9dd
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7471e40a-b8a7-489c-aa34-901432a4c9dd
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d08ebd19-0cd8-47ab-b320-dd0e48aa788c
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d08ebd19-0cd8-47ab-b320-dd0e48aa788c
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d08ebd19-0cd8-47ab-b320-dd0e48aa788c
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5a6879a9-b1cf-46ff-a868-31eff3a5ddf9
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5a6879a9-b1cf-46ff-a868-31eff3a5ddf9
https://firstarpchurch.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5a6879a9-b1cf-46ff-a868-31eff3a5ddf9
https://firstarpchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d405bb2b7dd1e2573f3cd82b&id=e0eb184393&e=f4440ad0a7
https://firstarpchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d405bb2b7dd1e2573f3cd82b&id=d571490761&e=f4440ad0a7


 

  

{ǘƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜȊŜǊ {ŀƭŜ 
 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ Cŀƭƭ {ǘƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜȊŜǊ {ŀƭŜΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
Řƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ ²9[[ - IŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΦΦΦΦΦ 
  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƅȅŜǊǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ   
/ƘŜŦκ.ŀƪŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ  !b5  LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ /ŀǊŘ 
{ǘƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜȊŜǊ hǊŘŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƅȅŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŀƪŜΣ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǊ Ŏƻƻƪ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜΦ /ƘŜŦκ.ŀƪŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ /ŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƅȅŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜΦ Lǘϥǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎΦ  bƻǝŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƅȅŜǊǎΦ 
  

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΣ ¢ǊƛǇ aŎDƛƭƭ όǘǊƛǇƳŎƎƛƭƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύ ƻǊ tƘƛƭ 
.ƛŜŘŜƴōŜƴŘŜǊ όǇōƛŜŘȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύ 
  

²Ŝ Řƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻƴŎƭŀǊƪŜƴ aǳǎƛŎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ h¦w ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ŦƻƭƪǎΦ 
 

Lƴ Iƛǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
¢ǊƛǇ aŎDƛƭƭ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

tǊŀȅŜǊ 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ²ŜŜƪ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ нлно - aŀǊŎƘ ну-!ǇǊƛƭ м 

 

Theme: ñFor my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.ò  Isaiah 56:7 
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōƛ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tǊŀȅŜǊ 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ²ŜŜƪ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ фtaΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƻƴ ½ƻƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ сΥол!a-т!a ŦƻǊ Řŀǿƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ  
 

  aŀǊŎƘ ну - DƻŘΩǎ IƻƴƻǊ 
 

  aŀǊŎƘ нф - DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
 

  aŀǊŎƘ ол - DƻŘΩǎ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
 

  aŀǊŎƘ ом - DƻŘΩǎ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 
 

  !ǇǊƛƭ м - DƻŘΩǎ tƻǿŜǊ 
 

CƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ aŀǊŎƘ нуΦ  

https://firstarpchurch.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d1c48b9db090295135079d1&id=a0e0b47990&e=1131d2f8cb
https://firstarpchurch.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d1c48b9db090295135079d1&id=a730281c64&e=1131d2f8cb
https://firstarpchurch.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d1c48b9db090295135079d1&id=9c77a368d9&e=1131d2f8cb
mailto:tripmcgill@gmail.com
mailto:pbiedy@gmail.com


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childrenõs Ministry 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ bŀǊǘƘŜȄΗ - ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΗ  ϷрΦлл ŜŀŎƘΦ 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΗ -  hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ά5ƻƴƪŜȅ ¢ŀƭŜǎέΤ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ млΗ 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ IǳƴǘΗ ς {ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ 
ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ уΣ пΥлл-сΥллǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǿŜΩǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

²Ŝ bŜŜŘ /ŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƎƎǎΗ ς ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘǊƻǇ-
ƻũ ǎƛǘŜǎΗ ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǎǘǳũΚ aŜŜǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ рΥлл-рΥолǇƳ ƻƴ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΗ 


